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rude ;. and cherefore. nott am to follow chems/;. 
For ſecondly,” the Jane. > 1m number, may; 
with the incomparably conceiredCrowes, think their own © 
feathers wk mY, 
For thirdly,your Argument thus retores upon urſelf; 
the oma | e LC and the in Lok y-. 3 
leſs number, ' both confeſs Scriprare. to; be infallible z buc _— w. 
the  lelggeny the Pope to be.infallible. _-_ 
confelt of Faich ro be a ſure rule; "Trad lick 
is denyed by one, :/.- 
The old Creedes boch grate, F new one is deny 
us. 
| To worſhip ;6d is confeſt by both; bur rg 
O00, or God'by Images is denyed by us, {- 
To truſt in Chriſts Merirs is confeſt by ly 
"truſtin Mans own Merits is denyed by us. -. 4 
: Toprayto Godin Chrifts Name is confeſt b 
to pray to Saints, or to Godin the Name of Sa 
nyedÞy us. 
Int eSacramencof che, Euchariſt is confef by k Ic mY 
Sacrifee Commemoratiye, bur a propitiatory Sacrift 
 denyedby us.  .. 
... Areall preſence.” $6ghock grine;buts' Leal we TY 
" UF 7 CN EY 
© " The Body. and Bloc gy ing, and | 
| Obſervation we nh a6 nieces. 
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TQ-H1L fouls the Romiſh- Church; 20 
Auptrnlh = r= and he. backs irfrom 
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. Dncert« ctr vis v uncertaine,, 
' ati evident and - Certain 
Ns; are: oh r owtr 
F-— Leamed Card. Belar. libs. de. Tuftif. ca. 7: Tn 
4 | eft and afterwards layes yon, and th: Daner:ſts 
. . Inchis wane of Charity amengft you, 'of Charity fakes | 
"ik oe and lattly defires you.thar you would tior make 
5 malic lex ale wyour ſelves, in deny- 
alyation to ſome ignorant{Wlyſabls, ; whoſe humble 
aACCaDi obedien alenc apikzerb LNCAT IRIS] 'Y any. part 
EN the whale thi bye 3 M108,* an: 
e which is the ſafer, way, you 
| be x this be nor the-pro 
Ir £ d choſe of the CEE I according, to 
mowledgmenc ofthe lateſt and learnedeſt of Prove» 
ors ;:Biſhop of Caxe.jhid. They acknowl@ge the 
K pol ilic) of Salvation for unlearned ferſons in the 
, andthe Komaes Doors deyying all poſhbility*y | 
"Maeargod Proceft ans, ſo. Og; remaine : millully | i 
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" Wnkwtanadbiliine oof; and yet for yourmeſ EEE 
' you-leap before you fook ; for if you look upon wh - .2 nf 
Bays, you agree not welch the Eafters C roar RE. 
1 you nn eweſ ohe Ha any oo then yn ; 
che point of Proceſſionof the Holy G » "nor 
any more yield to you in the Infallbiliry, 2nd y 
of the Biſhop of Rowe ; ſo thatthe conſent of wot Eafters, 
or Gregian, and the ppeffern or Rewar, is not unanimous. . 
in moſt, much leſs in all poinesof Controverſies. 2ganſt | 
the Proteffants. 
. Whetheris ic not a muſt ilalens madneſs '(as Se. Au 2. 8 » 
| guſtine £ermes ir) -or an infufferable height of pride, for. . 
any Cltiftian whatſoever, to call in Queſtion, much 
more to- cenſure and-condemneaserroneous, that which 
Ms allthe vifible Churches in the World taught andPraQiſed, 
; 1 and a manifeſt foolery to follow: any Teachers, and give 
, Feare and belicf ro » Who contradi& the univerſall 
aGtiſe and Dodrine of the whole Chriſtian World ? 
Shad. not- theſe words been ſpoken inrelation to 4nſ#,g., 
you call Proteſtants, and we cal Catho. 
E: he ce Brad Cota ont Termes con- 
or had theſe words been ſpoken as St. Auguſtine 
pake chem, in relation to the Donanffs, lain Hove 
ticks, and ſo condemned, which Proteſtants were.never 
yet  lankeny condemned to be, theſe words o& yours 
haye.' paſſed, and rherefore For” hereafter good 


mught 
words. 1 Pays paſs your - —_— wt FOXY jp may - make 
le - [ 


mad-men 3 your inſo ; M may | 
make proud-menhumble ; and = mani Ml volery, may <a 
on _ ſo wiſe, as notlonger o fo'low ſuch Teachers = 


44s yout ſefves, who for man hundred eares haye contra- 
_dictedrhe univerſall- raQuic and: of the whole 
- »Ehrigian Warld, ;Eaftern and weſtern ; pro FJou new. , 
| Rome challenges no more priviledges then old Rome dic 
Wr-_ tg erin more, prove chat: Parr tarthy 
b; - aboye. the Supreme Eccleſiaſtical power ;!- a Gener 2 
BY | ---—athp to \winch Patriarchall was' alwakes abject 3 : . 
pipe Mh-Gopvinced by eudery yau ſ On 97 
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bs _ m_SE co ay woos. Ky 
' Oheft.g,  Whatherthe firſt was nor done byche firſt Authors of = 
_ the Prozeffant Religion, andrhe- ſecond done, * and' fiilf 
- continued by their tollowers ? Or if the fit! Anthors of 
' Proteſtant Religion, received thoſe points of their Do- 
arine from any vibe Church inthe whole World, which: 
exiſted immediately before cheir relinquiſhing the  RKewar 
Doatine, ler that (hwch be produced and named, © 
- "Sir, this Queſtion deſires anocher Queſtion for anſiver ; 
whar do =_ mean, by whether the firſt was not deve by the 
firſt Anthors of the Protefiane Religion 7 If you mean nſo- 
tant madzeſſe, inſuff erable height f pride, for any Chriſti. 
ati whatſoever, to call in queſtion, much more to* cenſure © * 
and candemn as erronzous, that which all the vifible 
Churches in the World taught and Pratiſed ?' With ___£-* 
your good leave, you muſt name the firſt Authors, and; 
muſt explain whac followes, and the ſecond done, and 
' Rill continued by their followers : if you meane manifd 
| foolery to follow any Teachers, and to give cate and by 
- iefcorbem, who concradiat rhe aniverſall Praviſe an | 
DoRrine of the whole Ch:iftiar World 3 You muſt name... 
that univerſal Dorine and PraRtiiſe of the whole Chri- "8%? 
ftian Workd, and how we have comradited x, elſe Y0ug —_ 
with rhe wind, and ſay nothing. OE ODO 
For the reſt of chis ninth Queſtion, rv produce #nd name 3X5 
that v:i//bie Clarrrh, from whence we have received thoſe. Ra | 
points. of Do&rine, which. exiſted immediavely before. 
we relinquiſhed the Rowen DoQtrine, the Rewer Charch 
x ſelf is named, and named ibwv, : 
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J -. + the Reman Church buapecty ſid to have  #4e Fab, 
2: 2- when che one believes, whar the orher nbetioves? A 
L Is eontraditting dnganocher cannor be ſai 


$3 theyareonein thar, wherein they wp 


#Qer with etives in —_ 
Ee al Reforrainy en Ide ich hero 
Konen may hnty et Domus py 
ckty rauphrc, and iſed our o fone revel 
pf. of Bog afhrm, thar- the ck prof ol 
of the faid errors, begun mn, vr aboartheic rimes ; for T&e- 
ing were oublickly PraQtiſed through all ChtiRen- 
if that publick Pratife had ever begun inany. 
nb the Apottles, it tuft have been - norice *E 
whereby their inſtances of Conſianption of o_ Lungs, o 
a beard Lig ne white, &c. are ſhewed to be nothi 
the pa tauſt rhey are enher wholly ſectet,. or Nog 
* en no way publick ot norotious, as theſe wete ; 
| and ſceing faith by St. Pax, Eph.q. v.13. io ſaid to be ont, 
and reckoned ap ig the "Uni df Ged ad Chrif , and - 
- tb muſt dy-perfett one , how Proceftavts and th Ny 


» how can Faichs conttadidting dne we 
Ito be one Faith ? Neither is it enough-co fay, t 
or {o they will 
be one onely ig pitt, of parcially, and hor. Siolue 
arif encirely; afd as theleat biXere: | oy ys the Per” 
. Fe Unicy of GodandChrift, ſo- wilit do; that of Faith ; 
and rhough my opinion agree wich rhat of anocher in tf1a- 
ny nr) po SE m many tbe OE is YL 
never abſolut Fi muſt den Fai to- 
the fatne, and one = < PN | 


ou be dectiptfull, 
= ; yerrhat noſe wh he lected 
low your. univerſalts. with my particulars; ; a a 
could pay you vi . 
good 


. one Faith ; whether you ta 


(10) | 
and yet we ſay, there arz manife{t and clear errorsin the 
Remax Church, which we purged, and when ſome of 
your Errors (nor pretended but reall. Errors) begun thus 
18 evidenced. Purgatory was never fublickly raughe by 
the whole Chriſtian Church , and. never decreed by 
the Roman Church itſelf, untill the Florentire Council , 
1439: | j 
*TranſubQtanciaon was never. publickly taught by the 
whole Chriſtian Church, nor allowed or decreed by the 
Romas Church it ſelf, unrill the Laterane Council , 
1215. | 5 © MM 
' Worſhipping of Images was never publickly taught, 
nor allowed or decreed, untill the ſecond Nicene Coun- 
cil, 787» c 

Communion in one kind not above 200. yeares, Supre- 
macy of the Pope was condemned by St, Gregory himſelf, 
ltib.t.Ep.16. Anno 600. for Antichriltian, E 

For your Conſumption in the Lungs, and a Beard groyv- 
ing white, I think with you, they are nothing co the pur. 

oſe, whether yours, or ours ; nor 15 it tomy purpoſe ro 
ſatisfied with the colour of your Beard, whether it be 
blew or yellow. = 

To your Text of St. Paul, Eph.4.v. 1, 2, F confeſſe 
Faith i; ſaid to be oxe, and believe you believe, that yoy of 
the Romany, and we of the Engliſh Church, have both bur 

E it for the Rule of Faich, 
the Creed ; If you have a new Creed, we feave you;or the 
end of Faith, Salvation, if you have any other end, we 
Teave you; or the meanes of char Faith, and Salvation, 
Criſt; If you hve any other means, we leave you ill, 
and for your contradifting o, inions, I tell you, it is a lame 
fimilicude to bring in thereby contraditing Faith ; for 
though you and I res bur partially in .points of opinion, 
yet we agree enti:gly in point of Faith... atk : 
| Whether be noe. a great Argurment, to induce, any 
rationill indifferent man to judge that” the Preteſtart Au- 
ehors are pit to great firaits, and todeſperate acknow- 
ledgmencs; mbich bzing aſhamed of the firſt refuge of 
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TIE | | «(211) | 
their beginners, in dying or the defence of their ſycceſſi- 
onto an inviſible Church, ' in alleadging for their Prede- L 
ceſſors, and prom of we viſibility of theic Chvrch, 
Bereng arina,the Waldexſes, Albigerſ:s , Wicklifts, Huſſits, 
and Nine publickly II, , aha y "T- 
now that they have no other means to ſave their vikble 
Succeſſion, but by acknowledging, that they ſucceed to 
the Church of Rowe, and other Churches adjoyning with 
her againſt them, in all che points of difference berwixt 
them and her, and all thoſe who are uniced to her, to be 
erue Churches of Chriſt;and conſequently ro hold no fun- 
damentalf Error at all; and conſequent to this, to ac= _ 
knowledge that their firſt Authors, and Churchzs. both in 
_ Eugland and other Countries, wronged the Church of 
Rome, and thoſe others inſufferably, firſt, in condem- 
ing them of Superſiicion, Idolatry, Antichriitianiſme, &c. 
Which are fundamencall Errors in Religion , and de- 
firuQtive of Salvation, | 

Secondly, upon this pretext in defiroying, burning, and 
| alienating to ſecular uſes, ſo many thouſands of their 
Churches, Monafteries, Townes, Cities, Caſtles, Vil- 


Thirdly, in Maſſacrating, and putting to cruell Tor- 
ments and death ſo many Priefts and Profeſſors of the Re- 
94% Relicion. | wr 

Fourthly, in depriving their Biſhops and Clergymen 
of their reſpeive Church-Governments, Digniries, Seas, 
Benefices and Churches, and ſetting up others, they ger 
livings intheir places. Ge 
 Fifthly, in making ir noleſs then High-Treaſon (which 
_ ts yer inforce) either to be Prieſts, or to communicate. | 
with them in many Spirituall Church-Offices and Sacra- 
ments. | 

Sixtly, in continuing to this day, in a violenedefeining | 
of their Churches, Benefices , Dignirigy Fertd *SpicirtIl 2p 
Fun&tions, from all thoſe of the Fair protefionpnd ON 


- holding them in their own hand ; | 
they maingain certain pretended | TON ESEWANARY, 
| a. * ek hn: | | - | E 
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| {r2) : 2 
comſeſt not to be fimdamencall, nor defiuAive ef Salya- 
-tion ; and conſequently thar thoſe of rhe Rowan Church - 
have ſuffered,and Liill ſuffer all rheſe 1ncollerable myurizs, 
for that which eyen "theſe Modern Authors acknowledg 
ro be no More then 2 yenial and ſtnall iin ; forific were 
motrall, it would deftroy Salvation, { long as one wil- 

fully continues in ir, which they afficm ic does nor. 
Further by this Acknowledgement, theſe modern Pro- 
reffant Authors mult confeſs, rhac their former Writers, 
who wete of a contrary mind, in Charging che Church of 
Rowe, and the telt with het, of Sujertition and. Idolatry, 
'&c. and all rhoſe who then joyned with them, and all 
theit modern Chutches and Proreffaues, both withour and 
within Eny/aad, who at this day hold it apointof theig..- 
Faith to accuſe the Chutch of Rome in the ſame coal 5. 
ere dammably zpainſt Chtiltian Truch, and ſo cones . - 
quently are wo rae Churches of Chtilt ; foric canuor be -. -* 
leſs chen a dam;nable Error, to make it. a point of theic ;. 
Faith and Religion ro condemn any one, much more-alf - {_- ©-;5 
thevifble Churches of the Weſt, nay aud of the Eaf?t tome 5e 


and ſo of whole Chriſtendom, for nine hundred yeares toy +: | oh j 
oether of grievous Superſtition, when upon better exami- 7a; 
nation, the DoRors of the ſame” Proreftart Church, avs * þ 
compelied by force of rtuth ro confeſs har chaſe Chuxgches —* - 


neither are, nor ever were guilty of thoſe horrid Errors, 
atrd at thoſt erre onely yenially and lightly, which hinder 
them nor either robe a true Chutch @f Chriſt ,or co gb« 
rxin Salyation, (Biſhop of Cant. p. 129. 2wm;,) Even. - 
, while they conſtantly and immoveibly- maintain them, 
ind nccuſe all, who witfulfy confradict chem, and con- 
demnthern as etroneous, And hence allo it follows, «har i 
feeing cheſe rwodert ProteFFant Authors and their. part b 
Communicate in Prayer and Sacramenes with the Pre/- ' 
vis and Calviniffs, who accuſe the Church , of os 
dolarry;8c.(amd fo put it in filndamencall error a 


and acknowledg themſelves ro make one Church. wehh * 


chem miutbe guitry of dextly Schitme by char Comms t 
non ahd  acktrowtedgment ; and- conſequently - 
» its - 5 7 by ef A | Es A 4 ad X FE: 


(ny) — | 
as they continue in tha; Communian are utcapable of Sab-- 


vation. 


Here are many words to. ſmall purpoſe, a Quetiion. A»ſy. 11, 
might have been couchedin five lines, enlarged to five. 


pages ; my aniwer muſt be gnſwerable. 


Know you therefore whoſoever you are without a. 


name; Proteſt avts are. not pur to great (traits, nor deſpee 
rate acknowledgments, they are nor aſhamed of cheic tirſt 
beginners. They. Rand not for the Suecefſion of an invis 
ſible Church. ; they acknowledg not for. their firſt begin» 
ners of a vifible Church Berengarive, the Waldenſer, Ab 
bigenſes, Wickiifts, Huſſits,( whom yet you cannoc truly 
rm to have been legally condemned for Hereticks) bue 
we allcadge for our Predeceſſors (br; and his Apoliles,- 
"Tgpatine, (lemens, Hegefippms, Polycarpms, Ireveru, Thee- 
Ab, Tertullies, C Jprian, Or:gey, Methodiaw, Gregory, 
Nyozes, Conſtantine Magnns, Enſebins Ceſarian , La- 
anti, Athanaſins, Hilarine, Bafilivs Magn, Grege- 
| rim, Nyſenu, Gregorins Naziarzenu , Hieronymu, 
* +; Epiphanins, Ambrotius, Chryſofonne, ( yriliws, Theodere- 
| _--- tus, eAuguſtines, with the foure Occumenicall Councils of 
#1 * &: Mice, of Couſtartinople, of Epheſus, of Calcedon, with all 
| the holy company of Saints, and noble Army of Martyrs, 
| untill che ſeventh Age, again whoſe politions if we hold 
any thing, name ir, we anſiver it ; prove it, we yeild ; and 

many. more Cacholicks ſmoe, we acknowledge not to 

| ſucceed the Church of Rome, we were and arc as the 


Church of Rome- was of the Cacholick Church ; we ac- 


knowledge hr to be aerue Church, we deny h2r co be the 
erue Church; the is,and we are parts of the true Church, 
et we aot ſo erroneous as ſhe 5; we acknowledge not ©: 
ve wouy the Church of &-we, we complain that rhe 
Church: of Rewer, or rather the Biſhop of Rewe wich bis 

| Court, hath wronged thac Church, this Church, and 
with bockh the whole Charholich, Cherch by Quictance ,. 

, L, By Quanance, the Biſhop of Rewe | hath wr 


elſoaun; to bindeifche Tixie of gy" 
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(1H) ; . 
Biſhop, and fpirituall Soveraigne, and Monarch of the 
Church, which is as inconliftent with a Provinciall P atri- 
archiar-foip (which was never by any, nor ſhall by me be 
denyed him) as Humane and Divine Inflicutton, | 

2. By Forfeiture, for if the Rebellion of an Inferior for- 
feirs by renouncing his Loyalty to his Superiour, then the 
Biſhop of 'R ome, 1s notorious 1n his Rebellion acaiaſt Ge- 
nerall Councils, the onely Suxreme Eccleſiafticall power 
and not onely againſt a General! Council, the Repreſenta-, 
tive Church, bur alſo againſt rhe Catholick Church, in 
uſurping a Dominion oyerit. 

And nor onely by Rebellion, bur alſo by Robbery ; who 
bur the Biſhop of Rowe would have robbed the King of 
England of his Inveſlicures of Bilbops ; which Hemry rhe 
ſeventh proteſted againſt by his Proftour 2 Who bur the 
Biſhop of Rome robbed che King of his Patronages,by Col- 
lations, Proviſions and ExpeRative Graces ? Who but he 
robbed the King of Exgland of the laſt Appeales of his 
Subje&s contray to the ancient Lawes of England? I 
could go on to inferior Robberies commicred by the Bi- ' 
ſhop of Reme upon the Nobility and Clergy of Eng/and,buc 
I haſten to the reſ{tof your Queliion. 

We have not condemned your Church of Rome of Su- 
perſiicion, Idolarry, Antichriftianiſme, &c, Private men 
1: may be have, th2 Church of Eagland have not ; and if 
che Ghurch of Ryme be guilty of ſuch REeyore, lr her free 
her ſelf. - vp | 
The Church of Ergland hath not deſfiroyed, burnt, alie- 
nated to ſecular uſes, thouſands of your Churches, Mona- 
lteries, Townes, Cicries, Villages ; if any ſuch things have 
been done, lec thz AQors be queſtioned, let nocthe 
Church of Ex g/and be blamed. . WET 
Th2 Church of England hath not pur to cruell Tor- 
ments and death many'Prieſis and Profeſſors of the Roman 
Religion, nor deprieved their Biſhops and Clergy of their 
Church-Governments; the Church of Exg/and hath onely 
recovered their own $5 the Church of Exg/and hath not - 
 made.it High Treaſon to bePrieſts ; you know, wheatthiy. 
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are executed, thzy executed for ſomething elſe, then for 
being Prielts, | 
1 he Church of Ergl/ad continues not in a violent de- 
taining of 'Roxar Benefices, but in a lawfull pofletiion of 
; their own ; and all this, not for certain preteaded bur reall 
* Errors, which you of the Roman Church do hold, and de- 
Rructive to Salyation to tluch knowing men as your ſelf, 
though not ofthe ſame conſequence to ſimple and well- 
meaning men amongſt you ; the diiiinction of your ve-4- 
all Sms, we refer to your ſelves ; every {in we ſay. 1s mor- 
tall, ſo longas a man wilfully continues in 1t, knowing -it 
tobe (in, x 
Nor do we hold it a point of Faith, to accuſe the 
Church of Reme of Superſticion, and Idolatry ; but if you 
are guilry of ſuch Crimes, logk you to ir; we erre not 
 damnably in ſaying, Worſhipging Images, or God -by 
JJ... Images, 1s Idolatry, and therefore for all. this, are crue 
"$- Churches of Chriſt; we condemn not the vifble Churches 
. - ofthe Weſt,nor of the Eſt, much leſs,whole Chriſtendom 
for-g00. yeares together of Superfticion ; name bur one. 
point, we hold contrary to the Tenents of the Catho-. 
lick Church for 1600. yeares, (I give youa larger time) 
we yield. age | 
You are come acain toerring venially and lightly, to 
which you had anſwer before ; onely cake this by way of 
addition to your Quotation of the Biſhop of Cazt. p. 129. 
Nuws. 3. All that that Learned and moſtReverend Biſhop 
ſaie:, and grants,is, that 'the Church of Rome is a true 
Church in Eflence, and this, becauſe ſhe receiverh the 
Scripture as a Rule of Faith, though as bur a parriall and 
| imperfe& Rule, and both the Sacraments as In'irumen- 
b) call Cauſes and Seales of Grace, though they adde more 
Fl and miſuſe theſe : And now what you have got by this 
3 . Quotation, when you have underſtood ir, you may alter 
to a betrer Mode, - -* | | TRE 
Fo yourilaſt which charges us to Communicate in 
' Prayer and Sacraments. with the. Presbyterians and Calv 
| _ *uſts, arid fo are guilry of deadly S$chiſme, and ar rhereby 
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(16) 
conſequently uncapable of Salvation,. I would and do 
wiſh -— bat not are falſe Engliſh, for we Communt- 
cate neither with Presbyrerian or Calvimſt, et them be all 
one, it is all one to me, they are at a greater di.cance from 
ns then Rome it (elf, And 1 think the poor Church of &»g- 
land ſuffers more under one of them, then eyer ſhe did 
under the Church of Rome ; and therefore as yer are as 
capable of Salvation, as you of the Koman Church, be- 
cauſe we hold of the Catholick, m which, and which 


| Church onely is Salvation ; and from which Church if you 
| have made a Schiſme, by giving the cauſe of ſeparation, let 


it be your care to return to the Catholick, chat we may 
ſhake hands and be friends. 

Whether ic be not a great Argument of ſecurity to thoſe 
who either are of the Rowan Church or conyert them- 
ſelves toit, that her very Adverſartes after. fo many con- 
demnations of her to hold moſt grievous and damnable 
Errors, dare not now accuſe her to hold any Error- de- 


truQtive of Salvation ; ſo that the beliefof her Doarine 
in every point, their obedience to alt: her Command- 
"ments, the exerciſe of all her Practiſes, their praying ro 


Saints, reverencing of holy Images, adoring of Chrift, as 
really and naturally preſent in the Sacrament, 8c. confiſt 


wih Salvation : And though ſome ſay, Biſhop of Caxt. 


p.2$r. though theſe deſtroy not Salvacton, yer they are 
dangerous points and Practiſes , weakning the Foundari- 
on and endeavouring the deſtruction of it 11 continuance 
of time ; yer who fees nat that it is more ſecure to hold a 
Religion which makes the- Foundatiorr onely weak, 


their Adverſaries conceſſion, ther co hold rheirs, which the 


contrary party moſt conſtantly aM-ms co deſtroy quite, 


and raſe the Foundation of Religion, and ro make Salya. 


tion, n=t onely hard and in danger, but utterly impoffible, 

cill it be deferred. 73) SY. SOLON 
Security it may be, bur a Supine, not-a fafe ſeenriey'; 

for certainly, praying to Samrs, which hath neither Pre- 


cerr, Pattern, nor Promiſe, Reverencing of holy Images ' 


which h:th a dire& prohibition, if they are not holy, and' 
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(7) 
how they are tmade-holy, you ſhould do-well ce tell as; 
adoring Chrift as really and natugally preſent in the Sacra- 
ment, if by naturally preſent you anderttand carnally, 
which bath a dire& negation in- the Scriptures, will not 
confiſt with ſalvation , no not with a poſſibilicy of Salva- 
tion ; Which you might have learnt from the Archbiſhop 
of Carr. if you had Quoted him right ; for in the x8r.p. 
which you cire,not a word of any ſuchthing, But in the 
28x. and 2834. it is tothe purpoſe, not yours but ours; 
and there you ſhall find rhus much wich much more ; a 
ſecute way they cannor go, that hold with ſuch Corruptions 
when they know them ; mow whether it be wiſdons m ſuch a 
point as Salvation is, to forſake a Church in the which the 


| ground of Salvation is firm, to fellow a Church in whnch it & 


but poſſible one may be ſaved, but very probably he may de 
worſe, if be look, not well ts the Foundation, judge ye. $0 
the Archbiſhop, ſo, and ſo you have an anſwer to your 
12. Queſtion, - | 


|  Whetheritbe alikely thing, that the chiefeſt of rhe Queſt. 13+ 
prerended Errors m the Reman Religion, contain any dan- 


ger of loſing Salvation in maintaining chem, fecing for 
this 1000 yeares by the common confeſſion of Proteftants 
themſelves, they have been univerſally believed and Pra- 
Aiſed a; matrers belonging to Chritan Faith and Duty, 


both by the Lacine and Greek Church;;- and in the belief - 


and' Praftife of them was the common way wherein 
Chriſtians were ſaved, which if it were dangerous,whac 
other ſafe way was there wherein Chriſtians might be fa- 
ved? and yet certainly there was alwaies a fafe way to 
Heaven. And what likelihood is there that the ſafe way 
ſhould be wholly unknown, and unpradtiſed for ſo many 
hundred yeares together, and che common known wa 
according to the full belief, and ſetled perſwaſion of 
the vikbte Churcheg of Chriftendom ſhould be dangerous 


and unſafe ? Or whit reaſons can be given, that the Pro- 


feffors of the Doarine of the Roma Church hould be in 


an unſafe and dangerous way, before Proteſtants began, 


ſecing they had none in rhofe times, to ſhew them -rhar 


Y chey were in danger? Ca. - 


{nſw I}. h 
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Yes, likely enough, for the chiefeſt of the Errore (nor 

pretended, but Errors) in the Reman Religion, contain 

danger.of loſing Salyarion in maintaining them, elſe why 


did Bellarmme himtelf the greateſt and learned" Cham-. 


pion the Church of Rome ever had,) ſay 1» regard of the 
uncertainty of our own Righteonſ! neſs, and of the danger of 
vaine-glory, it ts ſafeſt to repoſe our whole truſt in the merc 
and goodneſſe of God, And1 think, and you belieye, his 
is one Error, which contains Error of loſing Salvation ; 
for he that ſtands uzon his own Merus totally or partially, 
is very like to come ſhort of Salvation : Elſe King David 
would never have prayed, Enter not ito judgement with 
thy Servant O Lord, for no fleſh ts righteous in thy ſight ; 
Elſe the Prophet [ſarah would never have ſaid, or Righ: e- 
onſneſſe ts as a filthy cloath : Elſe Chriſt would never have 
Gommanded us to confeſs, whez we. have done all we. cay, 
to ſay, we are unprofitable Servants, : 

Seeing for 1000. yeares, by the common conſent of 
Proteſtants themſelves, they have been univerſally belie- 
ved and PraQtiſed, | Fe ELITE FO 

It is not long fince you ſaid for goo. yeares, now a 
rhouſand ; bur co let thar paſs,for it is but 100.yeares diffe- 
rence, and we can well afford it you, ſincett is ſaid a- 
gain as before, prove any point that the Church of E-g- 
land holds was not the univerſall NoArine of the Carho- 
lick Church for:g00. yes, 1600.yeares, and then ir ſhall 
be confeſt, you have ſaid ſomething, and therefore no dan- 
geryer, but Chriflians were ſaved in and by the right 
way, but not in and by the Rexzan way, as the Roman way 
1s.now, ET: 
 Andyet more; you had ſome that did tell you, tharthe 
preſent Roman way Was not, is nota ſafe way to Salyati. 


Saints 2 Whart elſe before him, put Gelafivs ro ſay, taki 

the Cup from the Laeity cannot be done without gran 
Sacriledge ? What elſe after both, put Gerſon to give 
this ſage advice,: I ſee that the Reformation of the 
Church; will never be effected by. a Counctl, wichour the 


en ; whatelſe perſwaded St. Bernard to deny: praying to 


- 


ee. 
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Prefidence of a well-affe&ed, wiſe and confiant guide-2 


Let the members therefore provide for - themielyes 
throughout the Kingdoms and Provinces, when they 
ſhall be able, and know how to compaſs this work, 

What elſe made Rygbert de Grofteſte, write a ſhare 
Letter co the Pop?,. exhorcing hin t> refo:me fone Mon- 
firous Enormuties:, which flew from Rome as a poyſonous 
Fountain, and infected the whole Church 2 And this, and: 
a great deal more does tell you, ſome in thoſe times there: 
were toſhew you, yon were in danger. 

Wherher it hath any ſhew of probabiliry, thatthe ſaid 
pretended Errors, though they raſe not the Foundation of 
Chriftian Faith, (as the late Proteſtants confeſs, Biſhop of 
Cant.p.283.) yetthey may in cime endanger the raſing 
and deliruCtion of it, as thzy argue, ſeeing that afrer the 
univerſall belief of them for 1000. 'yeares together, the 
Foundation yet remains undeſtroyed and entire ? Forif 
1000. years continuance of them hath ſtood with the in- 
regrity of the Foundation, what'appearance is there, that 
they will ever cauſe or induce rhe-deftrution of it ? 

No, indeed, there is tiot a ſhew of probabilicy, but there 
is a ſound probability of it; and this the Archbiſhop, 
p.285.tells you, ſuch ill luck you have in quoting him, 
ſaying, that the Errors of che Roma» Church are ſo many, 


and ſome ſo great (for which he cics Bellar nine ; 7» pre- 


fat, operibus prefixa) as weaken the Foundation, that it is 
very hard to go that way ro Heaven, eſpecially toth?2n 
that have had the Truth manifeſted to them. 

- And ſurely, the Foundarion once weakned is in ſone 
probability of being raſed and deſtroyed.even by che vertue 
of Gutta cavat Lapidem. ES os 
Further concerning this Prote/faze diſtintion of Er- 
rors in Faich, Fundamentall and not Fundamentall, I de- 
.mand firſt, what they underſtand by fundamentall Errors, 
for if they-mean any nicety in ſpeculation,, er Thzologi- 
call diſcourſe, it belongs not to the knowledge of rhe un- 


' learned, either therefore by a fundamencall Error, ſuch an 


Error. in Faith: as deſtroys Salvation, howſoever that 
comes 


" 


Queſt. 14. 
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comes to pals, of they ſay on cage Gr preſent purpoſe : 
This therefore ſuppoled to be their meaning; I demand 
ſecondly a Catalogue and preciſe number of the funda- 
mentall Ercors in Faith, that 1s, how many and which are 
choſe Errors in Faith which deliroy Salvation ? For whar 
helps ita Chriiian co know that there are ſuch defiructive 
- and damnable Errors, unleſs he knew whether he held 
any ſuch Ecrors himiclf or no ? And how can he ever be 
certain of chat, ſo long as he is ignorant, which are funda- 
mentall Errors, which not ? If rhis Catalogue be refuſed, 
1 demand at leaſt ſome evident means or mark, . ro di- 
Ringuiſh Errors in Faith, deftruRive to Salvation .or dam- 
nable, from others conſiſtent with Salvatian or veniall, 
which is neither to deny any of the Articles conrained in 
the three Creeds, (as tome Proteftants have thought) for 
one of them puts the Proceſſion of the Holy Gboft from the 
Father and the Sov, the denyall of which they neither do, 
nor can hold to be a fundamentall Error, unleſs they af- 
firm the Grecian Church to erre fundamentally, and fo de- 
ny it to be atrue Church of Chriſt ; which were quite a- 
oainſt the ſatd Prote/tants,ſeeing they maintain the contra- 
ry : Noristhe Creed of the Apoflles alone a fufficient 
Rule to dere:mine fully, which ate fundamentall, which 
not ; both becauſe rhere ate ſome things inir, which (by 
reaſon of tHe lightneſs of the matter they containe) come 
nor by far ſo near the radicall and primary myſteries of 
Chriſtian Faith, as do many oints controyerted betyrixt 
Proteſtants and thoſe of the Rowan Church, and: there- 
fore cannot with any ſhew of Truth be rermed funda- 
mentall by Proteſtants, ſuch as are the circumflances of 
Time and Perſons, as thar our Saviour fuffered under Paw 
tins Pilate, and no other judge, that be. roſe the th:rd, 


and no other day, &c. and becauſe fone fonts neceffary 


tothe ſubGifance of Chriftian Faith according ro Pre- 
teſtants, are nor exprelly defined in thar Creed, as, that the 
Holy Scriptures are the Divine word of God, which is 
the preciſe number of rhe Books of Canonicall Scriprure ; 
+ whether there & any written word of God or no ; of any 


Sacra. 


(2x) 
Sacraments, &c. So that a Chriſtian finds not all futida-- 
mencall points of Faith, ſer down exprelly in the Apottles 
Creed; neither ts the Scripture a ſuſfcient Rule ro know 
which are,which are not fundamentall points, for there are 
a thouſand, nay a million of Truchs expreficd in Scripeures, 
which touch-nor immediacely the Foundarion of Faith, as 
Proteſtants terme it,- and no ſmall number of points accor- 
ding to them fundamencall, which are not exxreft in Scrip- 
tuce ; as the number of C anonicall Books, the entre in- 
corrupt purity of the Originall m any Co; y or Copies, 
which 1s come to the hands of Proteſtants, &c. which in 
their principles are ſuch points of Faith, char crue Faich 
and conſequently Salvation cannot be obrained without 
them : For if ſole Scriprure (as they affirm) be the Rule 
of Faith, and all chatis in Scripture is ro be believed, and 
nothing to be believed but whar is in Scrizrure, or evi- 
demtly deduced from it ; ſeeing Faith is neceſſary co Salya- 
tron, the determimate belief of all that is true Scripture, 
from which onely (they ſay) the true points of Faith are. 
drawn, mult be necefſary to Salvation, and ſo a fundamen- 
tall peint of Faith. 
irdly, I demand how any Chriſtian can affirm, that 

the danger of any point of Faith whatſoever, being ſufhc1- 
ently pro;ounded as ſuch, is conhftent with Salvation; 
ſceing all ſuch denialls or disbeliefs, include this dam- 
nable malice of attributing falfiry to that which is revealed 
by God himſelf, as all points of Faith. are, how ſmall ſo- 
ever the matter be which is revealed ir them, which ap- 
peares evidencly by this example. = _ 

I ſuppoſe that this ſentence of Scripture, terra die 10- 
ſurger, he ſhall. rife again che third day, is ſufficiently | 
propounded to any one, as a point and Article of Chriftt- 
an-Faith, as well according to the ſubſtance, refwrget , 
that our Saviour ſhould riſe again, (which Proteſtants grant 
tobe a fundamenrall point) as the circumſtance of time 


_ tertia re, the third day. Now ſuppoſe that ſome Chrittian 
ro-whom this whole ſencence of Scriprureis ſufficiently 


propeanded, ſhould firmly believe the ſubtance of chs- 


ReſurreRion, - 


eAnſ®.ls. 


_ -* 
Reſarcetion, becauſe he' efteems/it to.be a fundathnentall 
point, but ſhould disbelieve. the. preciſe circumitance' of 
time, char it was onely upon the third, and no other day; 


| 1 demand ſecing both the one and che orher t> , ropoun- 


dedequally, as ex;reſly conrained in that ſenrence' of 
Holy Sci, cuce, wherher he that disbelieves rhat the Re- 
ſurre&ion h1,pened u,on the third day, and diesin that 
belief, can be laved ? 

To your dijind&ion of fundamentall and not fundamen- 
call, ir is as much yours as ours; and what the late Reve-- 
rend and Learned Archbiſhop of Cazt. anſwered the 
Teſuit,or A. L.inthit point, 'the ſame I give you, and 
beſeech yo, as you will anſwer it. to Almighty God, ſay, 
wherthet you do not believe the Jeſwiz or A.C, was nor 
fully ſati;fied by the Biſhop ? 1f you will have more, thus, 
Points fundamencall, without believing which, an igno- 
rant man cannot be ſaved are ſer down in the Creed : 
points fundamentall which a learned man oppoſing, thar 
1s Maliciouſly, Schiſmarically, Heretically a are” 
many more, even as many as thz Scriptutes prooſe, or 
the Church,the Catholick Church, either Repreſentative 
in a lawfull Generall Council, or otherwiſe colle&ed alto- 
oether, ſhall determine from the Sciipturce either Divine-' 
ly or deductively. | | 

For your Catalogue, and preciſe number of fundamen- 
call Errors in Faith, as it cams from a canning brain, ſo I . 
leave ir where 1 foundit, Tis 1" tb 
_ To:your more modelt demand,which are deftruive of, 
and which are conſiſtent with Salyation ? I anſwer, inpug- 
ning any Article of Faith, ſtubbornly and maliciouſly, 1s 
deſtruCtive of Salvation, -disbelizving what a © hurch-ſhall 
determine, though it conſiſts not with, yet is not deſtru- 
Qive of Salyation. | Go 15h ts 

To your Grecias Chureh erring fundamentally about 


the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, I fay no more then what 


ſome of your. own have ſaid, though they diſagree in 
words, yet they agree in ſence, and ſoerre not funda- 
mentally, thereby to make ic nv true Church of Chriſt, 
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but onefy circumftantially, and ſo remain a true Charch 
of Chrilt; which if you do not remember, you may rake. - 
it inchis Diſtick, | - I TIER: 


Ex Pare & Grato procedit Spirits Alm 
Buamves difſideat noming Greca fidss, 

An Erronieous Church they may be in this particular, yer 
a true Chucch they are, notwithftanding this particular, 
becauſe they deny not che Conſubſtantialicy-of the Pere 
ſons. For your lightneſs of matter, which the Creed con- 
caines, as itcamein by a Parenthefis, ſo I wiſh you had 
lefc ic out, for fear ſome whether yours, or ours, 1 fear 
both, think lightly in cime of all, 

The circumttances of Time and Perſons, Pontius Pilate, 
and the Third day, are to be believed as well as the Sub- 
Rance, Chryt ſuffering ard bis Reſurrettion, that is, the 
circumſtances being maliciouſly impugned, not fimply difs 
believed, will not conhift with Salvation. | 

To your preciſe nuniber of C anonicall Books of Scriprure, 
though the Creed define then noe,. yet that doth not ar- 
gue the Creed nor to b: in them, or they in the Creed 
pur both together, and you have a ſufficient Rule to know 
which are, and which are not fundamentall points. | 

Though che Scriptur-s do not; teH you which are, and 
which are not Canenicall; yer the Chyrch hath, and for all 
that the Scriptures the Rule of. Faich, not the Church, 
' becauſe the Church-is bur the Door.and Threſhold, the 
Scriprure, the houſe and Foundation, 10720: a0 
- The incorrupr purity of the Originall,. we enjoy in our 
Tranſlations, becauſe our Tranſlations agree with the 'Ori« 
einall ; nor yer doth it follow, that the determinaee he« 
bef of -whart is true Scripture is neceſſary to: Salvation ;. 
that is to all men; to all men fundamentall poincs are 
neceſfary; to ſome onely all is neceſſary. -. 5:5! -- 
|  Noris your Example ſo evident: as you would have it. 

appear; for you beginic with a fapaf was non ſupponey-: 
tww,: Make it your own, ITIR caſe; ahd deny, 
798 Mn f 8 
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deny, that (ſeeingthe Laying on of hands.is disbelieyed 


AR 
the Reſurreftion of Chriſt upon the Third day, or affign it to 


- another if you dare, I dare not ; nor dare I ſay you may be - 


ſaved or ſhall be damned; if you do, ſuch ſecrets. belong 
notto me, and I wiſh you not to be too buſie with them, 
leſt you ſcorch your fingers. | 

I demand farther, That ſeeing St. Paxl- Heb. 1x, x. 


faies, that Faith is vaIors, the ſubſlance or ground (as 
the Proteſtants Engliih Bible of A»»o 1648. hath ir) of - 


things hoped for, and is reckoned up by the ſame Apoſtle 
Heb.6.1,2. amongſt thoſe which are called by him Baſis, 
the Foundation, one of them being Faith ro God, and the 
Apoſtle Eph.2.20. ſaies, we are built 8 md $4usraig,upor 
the foundation ofthe Prophets and the Apoltles, which 
now according to the Proteſtants, can be nothing elſe ſave 
the Writings of the Prophets and Apoſiles in Holy Scri;- 
ture, I demand whether to ſay, that ſome points of Faith 
are not fundamental, or belonging to the foundation, be 
not as contrary to common ſenſe, as to ſay, that ſome 
ſtone in the foundation of a building belongs not tothe 
foundation, or is not fundamental. 

Sir, whether the Tranſlation be Growsd or Subſtance 
needs not trouble you, nor ſhall it me ; fince the Original 


will bear eicher, and Faith to God is one of them which 


are called Baſis or foundation. And we are built upon the 
foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, may fignifie the 
writings of the Pro; hers and Apoftles in holy Scriptures : 
This, and all this will not bring in your demand; whether 
to ſay, that ſome points of Faith are nor fundamental, or 
belonging to the foundation, be not as contrary to com- 
mon ſenſe, as te ſay, that ſome ſtone in the foundation of 
a building belongs not co the foundation, or is not funda- 
mental ? Orific did, what harm hence co the Churchof 
England, which ſaics not, any points of Faith are norfun- 
damencal? | Y 

Further I demand, That ſeeing St. Paul affirms inthe 
foreciced place Heb.6.2. thar Laying on of hands, amongſt 
many other points, is the foundation, how Proteſtants can 
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and reje&ed by them in the Sacrament of {onfirmation, 
and by ſome in the Admuniltration of Holy ; os 282 


" Popith Superſtition) ſuch Proteſtants differ fundamental- 


ly from thoſe of the Roman Church ? Or if the Laying on 
of hands belong to the foundation, as Sr. Paw! here athr- 
med, why Anneimting with Oy le, mentioned by St. James, 


| ſhould nor alſobe a fundamental point > Or why Laying 


9u of hands (being onely, as Proteſtants eſteem it, a Cere- 
mony, nor Sacramental) ſhould be here termed the foun- 
dation and the ſubſtance of the Exchari/t, which all hold 
to be Sacramental, and more than a mezr Ceremony , 
ſhould not be fundamencal ? Or laſtly, what reaſon there 
is to ſay, that Laying on of hands hath a neer2r connexion 


- rothe radical and prime myſteries of our Faith, then ma- 


ny other points controverted betwixe Proteſtants and 
thoſe of the Roman Church ? 
Whether by Laying on of hards here is intended Confir- 


mation, which to be a Sacrament; properly ſo taken, will 


be hard for you to prove, but not hard for me to grant, 
that it ts Sacramentale quoddam, and yet not Sacramentum 
for want of v1iſibile forum inviſibilis gratie, and yet hard 
again for you to make it a foundation, the uſe whereof is 
not disbelieved or reje&ted by us. No, the diſuſe of it is 
lamented, and let them anſwer it who have cauſed ir. Yes, 
and Zaying 9 of hands in the Adminiſtration of Holy Or- 
ders is uſed by all thoſe who are ordained Epiſcopally ; and 
yet no Sacrament for all that, though we confeſs it a foun- 
dation quoad Ecclefraſtices, not quoad Eccleſiam, 

Why Armointing with Ole, mentioned by St. James, 
ſhould nor be a fundamental point, you might have told 
your ſelf without demand from others, becauſe the Epiſtle 
of St. James, and ſome other Books, were not received 


intothe Canon of the Scriprure, -uncill ſome time after the 


Foundation was laid. | 

Nor is Zajing on of hands eſteemed by Proteſtants a 
Ceremony not Sacramentall, nor is it by St. Paw! termed 
the Foundation, and ſubftance of the Euchariſt. 


 Weall, you and we hold the Eueharift to be a Sacra- 
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ment, and not onely Sacramentalf but Fandamentall; that 
is, Tnadultis:: Nor do 1 remember thatTever read, that 
Si hach a nearer connexion to the radical. 
and prime Myteriesof our Faith, (unleſs onely ;» Eccle- 
fraftscis) then .many other points controverted betwixt. 
] Proteſt ants, andrhoſe of the Rymes Church, © . 1 
"Queſt, 13s. .. Iris yer further demanded, ſeeing Prote/ants afficm,. 
| thatthe whole Carkolick' viſible Church may erren rhe 
- definition of points of Faith, not funaamentall, and ſee- 
ing that they affirm, that the paints indifference betwixr 
us are not fundamentall, and ſo .not neceſſary to Safyati- 
| en; and laſtly ſeeing they affirm alſo, chat the Scriptures 
may be obſcure in points not neceſſary to Salvation ;. by 
what means can they ever think to convince the Roman 
 Churchof Error m theſe points of difference berwixt- 


- themandher? b- | | 
Loſi. 18. - Sir, wich your favonr, Proteſtants do not *affirm that the 
4. Whole Catholick Church canerce in DoQrines abſolutely: . 
fundamental, and necefſary to all mens Salvation; for 
fo we ſhould deſtroy an Aiticle of our Creed. 7 believe - - 
the Holy Catkelick:Church, which conſiſts: of Triumphant 
: ſouls, as well as Milicant men; bur that this or that vi- 
ble Church, or the whele viible Church-and Carhotick, 
as limitred to viſible, may erre in the definition-of points: 
not fundamentall; yes, and fundamentall_too Proteſtants 
doaftirm, and the reaſon is, becauſe the whole. viſible 
Church confifts of men; and men yhen they are at beſt, 
are ſubje& to Error. _ Ke RN od anon Dl 


on, wilknot loſe you 
ueſtton 1s an- 
T7 -- 
of Error in- | 
_ Foun; we 
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points: of differeyce-bepyvir: them” and; her; > 2, _ 
® Secing alſo, chat every: poingofFaith is a Divine.Truth, 2s eſt.1 9i 
procecding from the- Revelation of. God, andtolbebdligs, * ** 
oyps vn for the. preſent with. the common--comn, * 


Tent of Proteſfants) with an infallible affenc of. Faiph, ifche.. 
univerſall vi6ble Church may erce, and the Scripture.'may 
be obſcure, as is generally affirmed by our -Adverſaries ig 
Points of Faith nor. fundamencalh,. how. ſhall ſuch poines 
as are in Centroverhe betwixt ugggand are. accountredring, 
* Proteſtants. not fundamentall, or not neceflaryxo Salvas: - 
| Lion, bedifcerned to be points of Faith, or how-agrtat 
this Modern Proteſtant Doftrine ofno difference barjvixt;. 
u;, in points neceſſary to.Salvation, which rhat of the: 
beginners, and; more antient Predeceſiors, who taught 
that the Scriptures were clear onely-in all points. neceflary, . 
ro Salvation,. and upon that pretext both affirmed that our;  * 
Do&rines againſt them, were clearly convinced of falfe- ' _. 
5 hood by the Authority of ſole Scripture, and atlowed-alf: 
w +  Eay-peorlepromiſcuoully'to read them, as being clearto. 
_ th:min all the. points controverted betwixt us, for 'thiy-: 
manifeſtly ſuppoſes, rhat they were held by thoſe begin- 
mrs, t>be ports of Faith neceſſary to Salvation, Or fue. 


oo <dimentals.: Or what means is there tobelieve them as.:. 
Ml * points of Faith, ſeeing they can never be believed infalls;.- 
1 bly upon the Chutches :Authoricy, by reaſon of her pre- 

; rended fallibilicy in them; nor expreſly for the Aurhority 


of Scripture, by reaſon of its obſcurity in the delivery -of.. 
them, according to the principles of Proteffants ?- | 
©" That every point of Faith' as divine Truth, proceeding Anſw- 1 943 
fromthe Revelation of. God, (if you are nor equivocall | 
in that expreſſion) is to be believed, is granted, but whe- 
ther: (as you ſuppoſe with' a common conſent of Prore- 
fans) with an infallible aſſent of Faich, T cannor: ſay;; - 
for if by. infallible affent you mean-4 full afſurance,” ar 
- .preat confidefice, I' can tell you Proteſtants are not 1o - 


', - | bold, we confeſs aſſuranceto bethe- effe& of 'a tr ; 
"7 Faich , weaffirm itnot ro be the Efſence of all Baths * _ 
. TE. the unwverſall. viable Church : may” erre,-and. Th} þ- 


"/ aw 
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- Scriptures may be obſcure as is generally. affirmed by our 
Adverſaries in points of Fauh not fundamencall, how 
{hall ſuch points as are in Controverke betwixt us, and 
are accounted by Proteſtants not fundamentalf, or nor 

| necefſſa:y to Salyation, be diſcerned t6 be poinrs of Faith ? 
How che univerſall. vihble Church may erre, I rold you 
in the former; .and how the Scrigtures may be obſcure, 
and to,whom, 1 ceJl you in this; Proteſtants do not generall 

m them ob:cure ingpoints not fundamentall, thourh 
if they did, ic were nothing co the-putpoſe in points con- 
rroverted berwixt us. by gs 

Thar Scriptures are the Rule of Faith, which is funda- 
mental, is by Proteſtants aſhrmed, . ; ES 

Thar the Scriptures are cafic and plain to all ſorts of 
men, learned and unlearned, which uſe the means, and are 
diligent in reading them, 1s likewiſe aftirmed ; when they 
aze obſcure to any, they are obſcure to chem onely who 
have noceyes enlightned to ſee into them; they who have 
humble and diligent ſouls will ſoon diſcern, which be, and 
which be not, points of Falch, 

How our predeceſſor; and modern Proteſtants agree, 
need no furcher demonttration then whar is already given; 
that the Scriptures are cleer onely in all points neceflary 
to Salvation, 1s for you to prove. | 

Pretext we know nonc, your Doctrines againſt us are 
clearly convinced by Authority of Scrigture, not alone but 
of expoſitors alſo, ? 

Lay-people allowed by Proteſtants to read the Scriptures, 
and ſo they were by the Primitive Fathers ; and fo the 
weuld by you, if you would follow Primitive and Catho- 
lick example; we hold them clear in points of Faich ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation ; which though” not beheyed infalli- 
bly uponthe Churches:Aurhority, by rehſanof her (nor 
pretended) fallibility, yet are belizved-@xpreſly for and by 

; che Authoriry of Scripture ; wichout any obſcuriry in the 

delivery of them, nor according to the principall of Pro. 
t:ftantsonely, bur of the Primitive Fathers alfo. *- 

-'I demand further, if the whole vigble Church mayerre W 
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in the definicion of any points whatſoever, that Error muſt” 
eicher proceed from ignorance and want of light, or from 
malice and want of vertue and goodneſs ; not the ſecond,; 
for then the whole viable Church-of Chrif ſhould not be 

ſanta, Holy, as it is believed to be in our Creed, and de- 

ſcribed in the Scriptures, but ſhould become a Harlor, and 

abominable deceiver of the world, and a ſeducer of Na- 

tions, in reaching contrary tothe known truth : not the _ 
firſt, for if ſhe could erre our of ignorance, to what pur- 
poſe do. Proteſtants appear to her Determinationn a law- 
ful and general Counc1], in any ofthe points of difference 
bzewixt them and thoſe of the Roman Church, ſeeing ſhe 
may through ignorance etre in the determination of them, 
as being nor fundamental according to them, neither-can- 

it be ſaid, notwithltanding the whole viſible Churches fal- 

libility in points nst fundamental , nay , though it ſhould 

' actually erre, and chat Error ſhould bez evidently diſcover- 

ed, yer even thoſe, who had thus evidently diſcovered the 

ſaid Errors, were to conforme themſelyes ro thoſe errone- 

ous definitions ofa general Council ; for if this confor- 

mity be underſtood of an internal conformity in Judg- 
ment, as it 1s wholly impoſſibte, ſeeing char were to judge | 
the ſame thing tobe true and not true at the ſame tine, 
and to judze againſt an evident knowledge : and if ir be 
underfiood of an exrernal 'conformiry and profeſſion 
onely, it were manifeſtly impious and high ' Hypocrifiein 
refifting th: known Truth, revealed by Almighty God, 
__ they evidently: know to be a moſt falſe Error it 
Faith, . | 

Secondly, if one were to ſubſciibe and externally 'to 
conform himſelf to the definitions of lawful general 
Councils , which one perſwades himſelf he evidently 
knows to be erroneous, till another be aſſembled ro cor- 
re& them ; why did not Proteſtants afford this external 
conformity to the definition of rhe general Conncils of 
Florence, of Lateran, and to the ſecond Council of Nee, 
(co omit others) rill ſome other lawful genegd Councit 
came £0. corre& their pretended Errors,. they having no- - 


rhenthar they define many things againit che Protcfiano 


ON 


- Thicdly, ſeeing ir was. never yet ſeen, nor can be ever: * 


* made manifet, char any lawful general Council revoked 
any- definition in-matter of Faith of any formerTawful ge. 
neal Councy', what hopes there, that:they ſhould now 
| begin to de-what was never donebefore them? | = 7+ 

. Fourthly, if it were ſuppoſeFthatany ſuch revocatory: 
definition ſhould flue from them, thar party, whoſe Do- 
&rine ſhould be condemned by ſuch revocations, would 
accuſe the Cauncil of Error, .as much as the contrary parry 
accuſed the former Cauncil -of error in defining. againit 

them, and fo the controvagfhewnaſild remain as indetermi- 
ned as it was before; neirher would it be poſſible to derer- 
mine it fully by a general Council, for the party con- 
.demned would (ulLexpe& another Council to revoke char 
- definicion, + which ſeems to him evidently erroneous, and 

- ſothere would be no end of new determinations and e- 
Vocations 14: infinituns, 

.. Yet fafther, ſeeing lawfull Generall Councils do nor 
encly oblige, even under pain of Anathema, or being ac- 
curled and excommunicared,--alt Chriftians to believe and 
pfofeſs the DoQtfine which they teach them, nor onely 
£0 be true and free from Error, | but to be:divine Fruth re- 
vealed by God himſelf, -if they ſhould erre in any ſuch de- 
finition, they muſt make God the Farher of Error and: 
untruth, which quice- detroys the veracity of God,' and 
conſequently overthrowes the main and primary founda- 
tion of Chrittian Faith, 'and therefore muſt neetfarily be 
held-roinclude'a fundamentall Error So impdflible and 


umplicatory a thing ic is, for -thentto errein matrer of 


Faith;-and not t6*errg, fundamentally; For [either char 
erring Council muſt aine: ſome poſitive;Error; or that 


which God never: revealed to be revtakeittfrom God; or: 


that: ſome trne Revelation from God as an. Error, Boch 
which conwine noilefle malice then this,” Toammnke God a 
Dong of he fingn tb an ifs CIOS CTA: 


other-reaſonto reje& Wi. of the ſaid: Countils; * 


g 


' . How the whole viſible Church mygree;; you habe" "Avfi, v6, © 


heard ; now . wherher from Ignorance 'or. Malice: you 
would know; | from malice I thagk nor, becauſe: rherviie! 


' would not be Saxke, Holy, a5 yourſay mofiorighrlyi zag: 


why not from Ignorance 2-For they are: and; 
men at beft-knoiv not all chings, they knofv bat i-patt:; 
and yet we appealeto the-detetmunation of / her,:im a taws!. 
full Generall Council;: becauſe what ſhe kniowes in ;paryy: 
and-yhat you know 'in-part, and what: we known pare; 
may amount to mote then: half the whole 51 :and- LAY 
we ſhall acquieſce untill we know perfealy. :  --1 ,:- _;/- 
So then, the malicious, erroneous definition of a :Gene</ 
rall Council, if lawfully :called,being declined, we ſhall: 


- rudy conformity, boxfi incernall{ in judgement , and ex-: 


rernall in profeſſion, wihout fnning,: ether againſt evi- 
dent knowledge within,' or by bjgh -Hypactifie with- 
out, #4 P- ALLIS 25% 
And yet.why we conformed not to the definitions of 
the Generall Councils, (as you call them) of Florence, of 
Lateran, and the ſecond of Nzce, you know, if you would 
expreſs it as well as we ;; not {much for defining many 
things againſt our, as againſt the Catholtck DoArine.  . 
. Nor thirdly, is.all -hope -taken away from: doihg what- 
was never done, (as youſay, but moſt untruly,) becauſe 
ſome Generall Councils have revoked what former Gene=- 
rall Councils lawfully called have determined. Ly 
And fourthly,upon ſuppoſition,that any ſuch reyocatory: 
definition ſhould 1fſue ; [that either you or- our ſelves, Ci- 
ther of our Do&rines being condemned, ſhould:fiill -ex- 
pe& another Council to revoke that definition 2 For cer... - 
tainly the Catholick Chriſtian will be ſo modeſt, iasto 
Rand tothe definition of chat ſiricuall power, which he 
acknowledgeth the higheſt' upon -Earth,: though the 'Ca- 
tholick Rowan would not unleſs. the Biſhop cf Rome both 
called and commandedth2- Council, and ſo the-n: 5nfivi. 


tum, would be yours , not ours. - 


And farther ler ic be-granzed, that lawful General | 
Councils do- oblige under pain of: Anatheme ts —_ 


t 
4 
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2nd-qrofeſs that Dodtrine whichchey iczach to be. free 


from Error, anda divine Fruch Ttevealedby God himſelf, 
ſoiithe:not a mew Revelation again the old z wewould 
not believe they make Godrhe Author of Error, ora Lyer, 
you: may. do it if you pleaſe, or dare. 2 | 
. Secing St. Pau! Eph. 4.14. aſficmes that our Saviour 
had appoinced Paſtors and Teachersrill the day of judge- 
ment, as a means to preſerve-Chriſtian-people from being 
tryed about with every wind of Dottrine, cannotibe un- 
derftood disjuntiely: For then, if thoſe Paſtors:preſerved 
them, from being-feduced:in ont onely poinc of 'Chriſtian 
Doetrine, icwould not be.rrue , that oo reſerved them 
from being ca:ryed about with every wind.of Doftrine ; but 
they nw, bn underfiood { onjunttrely, thar is, that they 
preſerve 'them-from. being cartyed away wth avy wind of 
Doftrize whatſoever, which-ſhould--chance ro be buzzed 
into their Eares by falſe Teachers ; now ſeeing ſuch winds 
oberroneous DoGttrine are raiſed as well in points which 
Proteſtants account not fundamental}, as tn fundatyentals, 
the: meaning of the Apofie then muſt be, that by -meanes 
oftheſe Paſtors, Chriſtians be preferved from following 
any Error in Faith; whetheric be fundamemealt or not fun- 
damenrxall, and conſequently that they can afſuredly di-. 
re&'them.co eſchery all Errors in Faith, which- they could 
not do, ifrhey themſelves were ſubjeft to-reachthem any 
Errots, or ſeduce:them by-any winde of DofQtrine what- 


 ſoever. -— 


Secing alſo, that'St., Paw inthe fame pl ace Eph.4.10, 


 reells us ithar the faid Paſtors, are £6 iConfurmate the 


Saints, and to build up the Myfticall body of Chtift, 1 de- 
mand wherher the Hpoſtke by theſe yords'make nor thoſe - 
Paftors able tro fecure Chriſfitawpeople from 'Error, nor 
enely in the Foundation (as Proveffinte rermeit) but 'in 
fuperftruRturesalſo, for — reviſe they would have been 
wiiicuted by our Saviour onely 'to-found his Myfttcall bo- 
dy the Church, bur not to-build it up, andto-ground and 
initiate-the Saines, but-not co-Confummatethem ?- 

bis, wherher your -expoſidion of Kt. Bunls Texts 


's- 


JM 
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Egh.4.14 be current or not, is 4\Queſtiony: if it be; whhy 
ao Se the words'be' uideſtood drepombiruth,, _—— 
covjunitively > Your own Predecefiors: the . £ 
chought ſo,where they ſay upon theſe wandszthe uſe of 
ricual} Governor (notalt Paſtors arid: Teachers) iS iro 
keep us ' inthe- Uniry' and! conflanicy: of:- rhs'Carhofichk 
Faith, thar we bs nor / cartyed awdy' wick the biattand 
wind of every: Herefie; (and there are Ertors and windes 
of Do&rine beſides Herehes,) which is a pour note of 
Seas, and new Doatine which crouble tlie infirme weaks 
lings of this Church; as forterimes' the Arrizar, theis 
the Mamchers, thenthe- Neſftorsnns,. then thie Zarherans 
and Calvinifts and ſuch like ; ſo the Rhewnſts, they: might 
have lefc the laſt oiity as bein yet uncondemned of Fle- 
refie ; but you will have the words utiderftood: {onjar- 
Hividy, That the prople be preſerved from ting: carryedianiay 
with any wind of Doftvint whatſoever, 'and'if this be gran. 
ted you, what get you'by it riore: then Tarpe off Dottovi 3 
fort pray what Paſtors of Teachers have carryed: about 


filly people, with ſuck-windes and kindesof Dottrine as , 


che(e ? ES OTH | 
That Chriſt deſctndltd onely 1# Limbs P atricms; 4 hi 

er part of Hell, That foe ſInnerd t4 ito Puhg atory,. a fitle 
part of Hell, That half.x Sxcrament'i thouth;  cohtrary to 
Chriſts Infticution,” andthe Catholick Chnrches'pradtife 
for Tooo. yeats.: ” Thar the wterition of the” PriefÞ i of the 
eſſence of Baptiſm. That worſhip is due to Images, That 
there is 4 Tr ayſubſtanttativ; conver fow of the Breatl and 
oY ine intothe Body ani Blood of Chritt corporaliyo: Tfor.- 
bear a newCreed madeat the no genetator'lawftl Connell 


- of Trex; and many moreſuchwitdsof Dottrine where. 


with you have carried abour (one ſouls, 1 
. Toyonrother Text: Eph.4;10. atid yory demand upon 
it, whether the Apaſſeby theſe words, To coofnnmuate the 


Saints, and t6: bull wgrhe' Myfficad body of Chriff; make 
'  nocthoſe Phiaceabioes ſecure: Chriltianipeopls from Eft 


ror, not onety-irrrhie foundacion; bur inthe ſwperſtruRures 
alſo ?'Sufel chink-not4 Rong mp taemtand” 
on . . , a wy : 


Oueſt. 2.2. 


of Saints ; 
| Portion.of goodneſs or malice is ſufficient; to fruſtrate 


(34) 

bled by God, and ſo are all Paſtors that do their duty con- 
ſcientiouſly, The Apoſtle onely rels the ſucceeding Paſtors 
their duty, and wo tq themit they doit nor, he enables 
them not to do it. | | 

If it ſhould be anſwered,. that theſe and ſuch like pro- 
miſes or inſticutions of: Chriſt are onely condicional, that 
is, truly intended on-his parr, bur yer may be fruftrared by 
the malice of ſuch as correſpond nor to. his intention; and 
therefore chough he intend char theſe Paſtors ſhould per- 
form the ſaid Offices in the Church, yer thatit involved 
this condition, if they were not. wanting on their patts, 
but by their failing the. inficution. of Chriſt is made fru- 
ftrate and of no effect. 

I anſwer to this prophane and unchriſtian ObjeRion, 
fir, that if Chriſts promules and inſtitutions be thus in- 
efficacious and condirional, that norwichſtanding the pro- 
miſes that Chrilt hath made for the preſervation of his 
Church, yer by the malice of Chriſtians, or others, thz 
whole Chriſtian Church may utcerly fail and come to no- 


_ thing. Secondly, that it may erre eyen in fundamencal 


oints, (contrary tothe Doctrine of Proteſtants) and ſo 
| ava a Synagogue of Satan. Thirdly, that the ancient 
Promiſes of the coming of the Meſſas,. of the Redempri- 
on of Mankind, of the ſaving of ſome. ar the laſt Judge- 
ment, &Cc. have no abſolute certainty in-them, and ſo b 
the malice of men might have been,. or. may be fruſira- 
ted. x 20 
Fourthly, that by this there 1s no: certain credit to be 
given toany Promiſe or Inſtitution of God or ChtiR, in 
the whole- Old or New Teſtament, for athouſant diffe- 
rent conditions may be invented, which not being perfor- 
med or put, the prediQion failes : Thus one may ſay (upon 
che readies as. the promiſes of benefirs and bleſ. 
ſings may be hindred bythe malice and demerits of jvick- 
edperſons,ſo the threats &thundrings'of punifaments u 
On yy hindred by the vertues and'gaod works {\ 
becauſe we have noruleto know-whar'p 
fuch- 
: | pre- 
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preditions, we remain wholly uncertain, whether they 
{hall. be abſolutely verified or no, unleſs therefore this 
principle be ſerled, that all divine Inſticutions and Predi- 
ions are'to be held abſolure, and never tobe fruſtrated, 
whenlſoever it is not evidently apparent, that they are con- 


| dicional, and may be hindred, there can be no certainty 


thar any Inſtitution: or predi&tion in the whole Scripture 
ſhall be abſolucely fulklled. 

Seeing therefore ir is not evident that.this inſtitution, 
Eph.4.&c.and others of the ſame nature concerning the 
Church are conditionall, they are to be ſuppoſed to be 
abſolute, and not to be fruſtrated by any malice of men 
whatſoever, 

Fifthly, no Proteſtants who hold the whole vitble 
Church cannar periſh, nor all che Paſtors prove wilfull 
Seducers, can apply this anſwer to the Text now cited, 
viz, Eph, 4. &c. for if it be hindered by the malice of the 
ſaid Paſtors, they muſt with joynt conſent malicioufl 
teach falſe Do&rine, to be the Doctrine of Chriſt, which 
were to teach fundamenrall Errors, and to fall off from 
Chrift. If this ſolution may paſs for current, who can be 
certainly aſſured, that there is any true Church of Chriſt, 
viible or inviſible exiſtent now in che world ? for all the 
promiſes concerning the continuance of it to the worlds 
end, may be as well ſaid robe as well condictonall and 
fruſtrate by the malice of men, as this, Eph.4, &c. and 
who knowes thar the ſaid malice is nor. already. grown to 
chat height, rhat it hath. deſerved; that God ſhould rake 
his crue Church-quite out of thz world, and ſo that there is 
now no-true Church exiſtent in all the world ? 

Sir, in this: long paſſage, you have foughr onely wich 
your own wind ; intead of a Queſtion, you have ſup- 
poſed an Anſiver, and then given your own Anſier to 
your own Queſtioning Anſwer, or Anſwering Queltion, 

bh which being full enough. of I leave it as I 
find ic,unleſs you will have a Syllogiſme without a Syllo- 
gifme, Anſwera Queſtion without a Queſtion, and then 


you ſhall have it chus.. _ | 


ey Po 
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Queſt. 23. 
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(36) 
'  Thac which was never Queſtioned of Anſwered; oughr 
not now'tobe Queſtioned or Anſwered ; but che frultra« 
ting of Gods prediCtions (conditional or abſolure,) by 
mans malice or merits was never Queſtioned or Anſwe. 
red, therefore now ought not to be Queſtioned or Anſe- 
red. 

Such as theſe may well-comie out of a Jeſuiticall Courr, 
bur never yer came from the Catholick Church : Sir, I 
mult and do cell you, there is little leſs then Blaſphemy in 


your ſuppoſitton,and ſomewhat moreriren little leſs in your 


poſition; this is beyond, Nihil diflum quod non diftums 
fait pris, 

Whether ic be not evident, thar unlearned Proreſtavry, 
who cannot determine differences in Religion, either b 
force of Argument or places of Scripture, but muſt wholly 
defendin the choice of their Faith, upon Authority and 
Credir of Chriſtian Teachers, are: not obliged in Con- 
ſcience to freferthar Aurhorityand'credibiliry of Doctors, 
which all circumſtances confidered is abfolutely and un- 
queſtionably the greater Authority ? 

No, it ts not yetevident ; for unlearned Proteſtants can 
determine differencesirr Religion, if not by force' of Ae. 
gument, yet by places of Scripture ; which they of Zome 
cannot do; andthereaſonis ready, they deny their Lairy; 
we allow-oursto read the Scripture, and therefore need 
not depend upon their Feachers, but upon the Teacher of 
us all ; nor have you yerproved your Authoricy, unque- 
fionably the greater, but” unqueftionably the feaſt of all 
Authorities, unleſs yourakeit, Senſu Roman nom Catholics, 
what the next produces weſhalt ſee. - t 

Whether thar' Authority: of Doors, where thoſe of 
one ſide are equall at leaff, if not exceeding them of the 
contrary party in Learning, Wiſdome, Zeal, SanGticy, 
Vertue, Sincerity and alt other Quahietes and Perfeftions, 
which confer to” the-aceompliſhment'of : compleres Au. 
thority, in Chriſtian Teacher, and with» this: equaliry 


incomparably exceed the Doors. of che: other party, 
in. number, is not in all prudence vo be judged 
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Mk and unqueſtionably the greateſt Authori. 


To paſs your impertinences of 7deys upon Idew, and Arſw, 2 Fg 


your over-weening opinion of exceeding the - Proteſtants 
party in Learning, Wiſdome, Zeal, Sincericy, Virtue, 
SanQiry ; to which adde bur che Scripture, and we witl 
acknowledge a complete Auchority, and ſubmic to the 
expoſition of that Authoricy in che ſenſe of the four firſt 
Generall\ Councils, and the Fathers of rhe firft 800. years, 
or a preſent lawfully called Generall Council ; co which 
if you will do the like, we ſhall then praiſe God, for the 
fruition of what we yet fray for, the Peace and Uniry of 
Chritendom, 


Whetherthis equality at leaſt in all the ſaid perfe&ions, Q»e/f,2 5. 


1s nat to be Found tt the Roman Doctors compared with 
thoſe of the Proteſtants ? 


Let the equality at leaſt, be granted in all the ſaid per- Arnſw, 25. 


fections, 2uoad hommem, though the Compariſon ſa- 
yers not well, what you gaine by it, we may ſee anon. 


Whether thts forementioned equalizing the Prote/ſiave Queſt, 26. 


DoRors, thoſe of the Roman Church, the many yeares 
of their continuance, and univerſal extent of their Reli> 
gion, conſidered, exceed not-'incomparably in number 
thoſe of the Proteſtants profeſſion ? 


No; it doth-not, neither incomparably nor yet compa- Anſw..26. 


rably, for the many years of continuance will exceed on 
our patt, ſo that you dividethe years equally from goo. to 
8oo. and then judge your ſelves, which $00, years comes 
neareft to the primitive-pucity in-martet of Religion, your: 
$00..0r our $00. Name bur one general Council, or any 
number of Fathers for che firſt 800, exceeding our number, 
& attumeff, the field is yours.. 


Whether this equality in perfeQtions, and incomparable Que/F. 27. 


excefs in number conſidered, all unlearned Proteſtants 
arenort obliged, both:in Prudence and Conſcience to pre- 
fer the Authority of the: Roman DoRors, before-that of 
Proteftants, and conſequently ro follow the Royran and 


deſertthe Proteſtant Dottiine # __ 
| ; No, 


Apnſw. 27+ 
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'No, not yer, for all this is but [dem per 1dems Nl, onely 
you have now added Conſcience to Prudence, adde bur 


Scriprure to. your Roman - DoRtors, arid. that Scriprure 


expounded by the firlt 800. years, either repreſenratively or 
ſucceſſively, or by a preſent lawfully called general Comeil, 
and we ſhall have, conſcience, yours and ours, ruled b 
prudence, and prudence following conſcience, and by 
-both Unity reftored. 
Whether upon the foreſaid conſiderations the Authori- 
ty of the Proreflant DoRors, in all things wherein the 
contradict the Rewans, 15 not contemprible, and unable 
to ſway the judgement of any fxrudent Chrillian, to frame 
” any moral eſteem of it ; for though in matters wherein 
they are ſeconded, or not contradited by an Authority 
incomparably greater than their own, they may deſervedl 
be eſteemed for their Narurall Abilities, and Morall Qua- 
lities worthy of Credit, yet in all things wherein they 
Rand in oppoktion and contradiQtion againlt an Authority 
incomparably exceeding theirs, they deſerve nothing 
but to be ſleighred and contemned, by all thoſe who are 
to be led by the ſole force of Authority : Thus when Pro- 
teſtant DoRars affirm, that eirher the Scriptures or Fathe:s 
are forthem, and againſt the Roman Church ; what they 
ſay in this is not to be regarded, ſeeing the Authority of 
the Roman Doors, abſolutely greater then theirs, un- 
animouſly affirm the quite contrary ; thus when they 


_ affirm, that the Rowar Church is full of Errors and Sn- 


perſtitions, crept in they know neither whey, nor how,their 
accuſation is to be ſleighted, being clearly and conlantly 
contradicted by a far greater Authority. 

Thus when they ſay, that Proteſtants. may be ſaved, li- 
ving and dying wilfully in their Religion, they deſerve 
no Credit at all, for the quite contrary is moſt conſtantly 
defended by the incomparably ſtronger Authority of the 
Roman Doors, the like is to be affirmed in all points of 
difference berwixc the two Rehgions ; ſothat a Proteſtart 
1s not to conſider the Abilities and Authority of his Do- - 


Rors, abſolutely or in matters out of Controverke, but as 


con-= 
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contradifting an Authority incomparably excelling theirs, 
in which contradiction they deſcrve neither Credit nor 
EfReem.. 

Ir was once, twice thrice before but an equalizing, 
bur it is now cnce, twice, thrice, four times an incompa- 
rably greater Auchotity, and all this is, Grats dittum : 
prove your Authority greater, and bur greater without in- 


eAnſw,28, 


comparably then ours, and we yield ; in the mean time, 


you ſhall give me leave to end you this Syllogiſme for an- 
{wer to your Queſtion, 

Proteſtants alleadying Scri, ture expounded by the Fa- 
thers for the firit $00. yeares, are at lea(t of an equall Au- 
thority with the Church, and Doctors of Rowe, alleadging 
Scripture wichout the expoſition of thoſe: Fathers ; bur 
Proteſtants ſo allzadge Scripture, and ſo the Roman Do- 
Eors alleadge Scr1, ture. 

Therefore the Prote#ants are of an equal Authority ar 
leaſt with th? Roman Doctors, You will be forces ro 
confefſe more than my modeſty challenges, in che mean 
time I ſuſpe& you for an incomparably cholerick proud 
man, contending more for Tr:wmphthan Tr#:h, and ill 
you have incomparably proved your Authority, ſeek' nor 
to Proſelitize an unlearned Proteſtant , to. ca; tivyate his 
Faith and Religion ro Reman Doors without Faith or 
Religion. | 
' I demand farther, That ifche Authority of all the Do- 
Qors of rhe whole Body of ProteFtants be ſo inconfiderable 


Queſt. 29. 


in compariſon with thoſe of the Roman Doors, how | 


much leſs will be the Authoriry of any one Se or Party 


of them, and then how minuce and ſcarce perceptible - 


will be the Authority.of a Laud, a Hammond, a Chulling- 
worth, a Ferne, 1 Bramball, a Taylor, &c, who now obtain 
ſo powerful an aſcendant upon the hearts of our modern 
Lay proteſtants, ſeeing they are in a manner nothing in re- 
ſ:eR of the Authority of the Roman Doctors ? | 

- Authoricatively ſpoken of your Romar Doors, and mi- 
nutely ſroken of Proteſtants ;_ bur, I pray, whom do you 


intend by Lad? ſo you file him, 1 knew him Mr. #ll.ans 
IE F : Land, 


- ' % 


Avſw, 29. 
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Land, Dr. Wilian Lad, Lord Biſhop Wikkem Laud , 
Lord Archbiſhop ilian Land, and knavy not you his 
Conference with Fiſher, Mr. Fiſher, or Dr. Fiſher, if he at- 
tained ſo high, be anſwered Sir, © | 

I can tell you of a Geneleman yet living, who.in {ov- 
Fantinople, at one bout, heard ten of your DoRors rejoyce 
much at the Archbithops death, becauſe he was the oreat, 
if not the greateſt enemy your Romar Church ever had, 
and this becauſe he laboured for an Unity and Reconcilia- 
tion of Chriltendom: anſwer him when you pleaſe or can, 
and tHl then ler him enjoy peace in his Grave, without 
your derratting him, as not living to give you his own an- 
{wer. 

By Chilingworth, ſo you, Mr. C hillingworth, fo I, is dead 
roo, I pray you when will you anſwer hes Lerrer to Mr. Le- 
wiger a brother of your own, and which I have now ſene 
you, till you do, let him be in peace too. 


Good Maſter Lewiger , 


Hough I amreſolved not to be much afflicted far the 

loſs of that which is not in my pewer to keep, yer I 
cannot deny bur the loſs of a friend goes very near ta my 
heart ; and by this name of friend I did preſume, ritl of 
lare, I might have called you; becauſe that perhaps for 
want of porver and opportunity, I have done you no 
good office ; yet I have been alivaies willing and ready * 
ro do you the beſt ſervice I could: And therefore I can- 
not bur admire at the affeed Rrangeneſſe, which in your 
laſt letter to me, you ſeemed to take _ you; renoun- 
cing in-2 manner alt relation co me, and raciely excommu. 
nicating me from all intereſt in you : The ſuperſcriprion 
of yourlerrer to me is, to Mr. pF. C. and your. fubſcripricn 
is, John L. as if you either diſdained, or made conſcience 
of tyling me your friend, or your fel mine : If this pro- 
ceed from reaſon, I pray ſhew'-it ; If ir proceed from paſ.. 
fer or weakneſs, I pray mendir: If you think me one of 
Us - 


thoſe, 


* > 
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thoſe, to whom St. Joh forbids you to ſay, God ſave you, 
then you are to think & prove me one ef thoſe deceivers, 
which denyed Jeſus Chriſt to be come i the fleſh : If you 
think me an Hererick, and rherefore to be avoided, you 
muſt prove me «v70xa7axgror, by My own judgement, 
which 1 knoxw I cannor, and therefore you cannot : If you 
ſay, Idonot hear the Church, and therefore am to be 
e(tzemed an Heathen or Publican, you are to prove then, 
that by che Church is meant the Church of Rowe:And yet 
when you have done fo, I hope-Chriſtians are nor forbid- 
den to ſhe Humanity and Civility even to Pagans : For 
Gods ſake Mr. L. free your ſelf from this blind zeal ar 
leali for a lictle ſpace ; and confider with reaſon and mo- 
deration, whart (trange crime. you can charge me with, 
that I ſhould deſerve this (irange uſage, eſpecially from 
you. 
Is it a crime with all my underſtanding to endeavour to 
find your Religion true, and ro make my ſelf a believer of 
ir, and not to be able to do (o? Is ita crime to employ 
all my reaſon upon the juliification of che infallibiliry of 
rhe Ro»2ar Church, and to find ic impoſſible to be juſtt- 
fied? I will call God to witneſs, who knowes my heart 
becter then you do, that I have evened the ſcale of my 


Judgement as much as poſſibly I could, and have not wil- 


lingly allowed any one graine of worldly morives on eirher 
fide, bur have weighed the reaſons for your Religion, and 


- againſt it, with ſuch indifferencie, as 1fthere were nothing 
 Inthe world but God and my ſelf: andis it my faulc that 


the ſcale goes down, which hath the moſt weight in 
ic ? that the building falls which hath a falſe Foundati- 
on ? Haye you ſuch power over your underſtanding, that -. 
you can believe what you pleaſe, though youſee. no rea- *: 
ſon ? or that you can ſuſpend your belief when you do ſee 
reaſon 2? If you have, I'pray for our old friendſhip ſake, 
teach me that crick;and until I have learnt it, I pray blame 


- me not for going the ordinary way ; I mean, for'believing, 


me of wilfull oppoſiion againſt y— known truth, of neglh- 


or not believing, as 1fee reaſon: If you can convince 


- 
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gence in ſeeking ir, of unwillingne!s to find it, of prefer- 
ring temporall reſpedt before it, or of any otherfaulr that 
is in my power to amend: Ir is indeed a faulr, if I amend ir 
not}be as angry wich me as you pleaſe:Bur to umpute unto 
me unvoluncary Errors, or that I do not ſee what I would 
ſee, bur cannot,or that I will not profeſs what I do nor b2- 
lieve, certainly this is a far more reaſonable Error,then any 
you can juſtly charge me wichall ; for ler me ell you,rhac 
im; uting Socinianrſme to me, (whoſoever was the Author 
of it) was a wicked and grounale(s ({lander : Perhaps you 
will ſay {for thys is the ufuall ſong of your fide) rhart Pride 
is a voluntary fault, and with this 1 am juſlly chargeable, 
for forſaking the Gmide, which God hath appointed me ro 
folfow ; bu: what if I forſook it, becauſe I thought F had 
reaſon to fear 1, was one of . thoſe blind © aides, which 
whoſozver blindly followes, 1s threarrRd by our Sevuinur 
that both he and his G=:e ſhall fall into the Dr:ch ? Then 
I hope you will grant, it was not Pride but Conſcience that 
moved me ſotodo;; for as it is a wiſe humiliation to obey 
choſe, whom God hath ſer over me ; ſoitis a(infull Cre. - 
dulity, to follow every nan or every Church, that with- 
out warrant will take ugon them to be my G#:des - Shaw 
then ſome good and evident title which the Church of 
Rome hath to this office ; produce bur one reaſon for ir, 
which upon triall will not finally be reſolved and vaniſh 
into unce:tainties, and if I yield not unto-ir, ſay, (if you 
pleaſe) I am as proud as Lvcifer : In the meane tine, give 
me leave to think it ſtrange, and not far from a Prodigie, 
that the D-{#r:ne of the Roman Church, being the Guide 
of Faith, if tt be true Do&rine, ſhould either not be known 
to the four Evargeliſts, or if it were known to them, be- 
ing wiſe and good men, they ſhould eicherbe ſo envious 

of the Churches happineſs,or ſo forgetfull of the work they 
' took jn hand (which was to write the whole Goſpel of 
Chriſt ) :$ not ſo much as one of then ſhould mention ſo - 
much as once this ſo.neceſſary a part of the Goſpel, with- 
out the belief whereof there is no- Salvation, and with the 
belief whereof (unleſs men be ſnatcht away by ſuddain 
deat a) there is hardly any Damnation. Ie © 


| (43) 
Ir is evident they do all of chem with one conſent ſpeak 
very plainly of miny things of no importance in compari- 
ſon hereof; and is it credible, or indeed poſhble, that with 
one Torrent, or rather conſpiracy, they ſhonld be ſo deep- 
ly cilznt concerning this Knums neceſſarimm ? 

You may believe itif you can, for my part I cannor, 
unleſs I ſee demon(tration for ic : For if you ſay, they ſend 
us to the Church, and conſequently to the Church of Rome, 
this 15 to ſup;o.e that which can never be proved, vis. 
That the Church of Reme 1s the onely Church, and with- 
out this ſuppoſition u;on the diviſion of the Church, Iam 
as far to ſeek for a guide of my faith as ever ; as for Exam- 
ple, In that great divi.on of the Church, when the whole 
world wondred (ſaith St. Hierome ) that it was become 
e-[rrian, when Liber14 Biſhop of Rome (as St. Athana- 
fins, St, Hieromegand St. Hillary teſftifie) ſubſcribed their 

 Hereſie, and joyned in Communion with them :; or in the 
divitzon of the Greek and the Roman Church about the 
Proceſſion of the Ho!y Ghoſt, when either ſide was the 
Church unto it ſelf,and each part heretical or ſchiſmatical 

roche other;what dice&ion could I then(an i:noranc man) 
have found fiom that Text of Scripture, Huleſs he hear the 
{harch let him be unto thee as an Heathenor a Publicane : 
or «upon this rock I will build my (Church, and the gates of hell 
foall not prevail againſt ut ? 

Again, give me leave to wonder, that neither St. Paul, 

writing to the Romans, ſhould ſo much as intimate this 

their priviledge of Infallibility ; but rather the contrary, 
put them in fear, in the 11. Chapter, becauſe tl ey as well as 
tle Tews were in danger of falling away. | 

T har St. Peter, your pretended B ſhop of Rome, wri- 
ring two Catholick Epiſtles , mentioning his deparcure , 

ſhould not once acquaint th2 Chriſt;ans, whom he writes 
to, what guide they ſhould follow after he. was taken from 
them. T | 

That the Writers of the. New Teftamert | 011d ſo fre- 
quently forewarn men of Herericks, falſe. Chriſts, falſe 

Prophets, and not once arme them againſt them, —_ 
? ets. 


bd 
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letting them know this onely meanes of avoyding their 
d er. : - 

That fo great a part ofthe Now Tefment (hould be 
employed againſt Amt:chriſt, and ſo lictle, indeed none at 
all, about the Yicar of Chrift, and the Y mde of th: Faih- 

-- | 
That our Saviour ſhould leave this onely means for the 

ending of Controverſie, and ſpeak 1o obſcurely and ambi- 
guoully, chat now our Judge is the greateſt comroverſie, 
and the greatelt hindrance of ending them, 

Thar there ſhould be better evidence in the Scripture to 
entitle the X:»g ro this Office, who diſclaims it, than the 
Pope who pretends It. 

That Sr. Peter ſhould never exerciſe over the Apoſtles 
any one Att of Juriſdiftion, nor they ever give him any 
one title of Authority over them. | 

Thar if the Apoſtles did know that St. Perer was made 
head ofchem, when our Saviour ſaid, Thou art Peter, they 
ſhould fill contend who ſhould be the firſt ; and that our 
Savicer ſhould nor tell them, t hat Perer was the man. ; 

- Thar St. Paw! ſhould ſay, He was in nothing inferior to | 
the very chief Apoſtles, 

Thar che Catechument in the primitive Church ſhould 
never be taught this fox»darzon of their faith, | 

That the Fathers, Tertullian, St, Jerome and Optatin, | 
when chey flew higheit in commendation of rhe Roman 
Church, ſhould atcribute no more to her than to all 0- 

| ther Apoſtolical Churches. 
Thar in the controver/ie about Eaſter, the Biſp5ps and 
| Churches of Aſia ſhould be fo 1tl catechiz'd, as not to 
| know this prixciple of Religion, The neceſſity of conformity 
 — __ with the Church of Rome. 
That they ſhould never be preſſed with any ſuch con- 
formiry in all things, but onely with che particular 774- 
dition of the Weſtern Churches 1n that point. 
That Fryverws, and many other Bbops (notwichſtand- 
ing, Ad haxc Ecclefiam neceſſe eft omnem convenire Eccle- 
ſiam,) ſhould nor yer think that a neceſſary, nor a ſuffici- 
'- 
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ent ground of Excommunication, Which the Church of 
Rewe thought to be ſo, 

That Sr. Cyprian and the Bifbops of Africh,, ſhould be 
ſo ill inftruged in their Fazth, as not to know this Fowr- 
dation of tt, | 

Thar they likewiſe, were never urged with any ſuch ne- 
ceſlity of (onformity with the (Church of Rome, nor char- 
ged with Hereſie or Error for denying it. 

That when L:1ber:#s joyned in Communion with the 
Arria»s, and ſubſcribed their Herefie, the Arriaxs then 
ſhould not be the Church and Guide of Faith, 

That never any Herer:cks _—_ ve Ages after Chriſt were 

preſſed with this Argument of the Infallibility of the pre- 
ſent Churehof Rome, or charged with the deniall of it, as 
a deteltable Herejje, for that e/£Exeas Silvixe, ſhould have 
cauſe to ſay, Ante tempora Concilis Niceni quiſg, ſibi 
vivebat, & parvum reſpettus habebatur ad Eccleſians Roma- 
nam, 
T hat the Feelefiaſticall tory of thoſe times mention no 
eAtts of Authority of the Church of Rome over other 
Churches, as it ther2 ſhould be a Monarchy and Kings for 
ſome Ages togerhr, and ſhould exerciſe no As of Ju- 
ri{diftion in it. . 

"That ro ſupply this defet, rhe Decretall Epiſtles 
ſhold be ſoimpudently forged, whichin a manner ſpeaks 
nothmg bur Reges & Mozarchas, I mean, The Popes ma- 
king Lawes for, andexerciſiag Authority over all other 
Churches. 

Thar the Africare (harches inSt. Anſtins time ſhould 
be ignorant thar the Pope vas Head of the Church, and 
Twudge of Appears, jure drvmo; and that there wasa'Ne- 
ceſſity of Conformity with the Church of Rome in; this, and 
all other points of Doftrme. | 

Nay, that the Popes thzmſelves ſhould be ſo iznorant 
of th=.crue ground of this their Auchorzty, as to prerend to- 
it, not upon Scripture Or wiver ſall Tradinion, but upon an 


'tmaginary #0-ſuch Canon of the Comnncil of Nice. 


That Vincentins Lyrinenſis, ſeeking for a Gaide > | = 
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Faith, and a preſervation from Hereſre, ſhould be igno- 
rant 6f this ſo ready a one, The nfallibility of the Church 
of Rome. | 
' All theſe things, and many. more,are very ſtrange to me, 
If the wfallibility of the Roman C hurch be im leed, and was 
alwaies by Chriſtians acknowledged the Foundation of our 
Faith, h 
And therefore I beſeech you pardon me, if I chdo(e to 
build mine uxon one that is much farmer and ſafer, and 
lies open to none of thoſe Objettions, which is Scripture 
ard uxiverſall Tradition; and if one that is of this Faith 


| may have leave to do ſo, I will ſubſcribe wich hand and. 


heare, : : 
Your very loving and true friend, 


By Brambhall, ſo you; my Lord Biihop Bramhall, ſoT : 
when will you anſwer bim, or rfher re;ly co his. An- 
ſwer to AMounſeir Militere? hel; alive, and while he 
lives you dare not (] ſuppoſe)do ir, ſince he Commands as' 
much Learning and Reaſon as any of you all, put you al- 
tozether. : 

'By Hammond, Ferne, Tayler, ſo you, Do&or Ham. 
»:01d, Doctor Ferne, Doctor Tayler, ſol, (nor ſhould I 
have ſaid leſs of any of your Roman Deltors, fo far have I 
read my Erhicks) are all living and can anſwer for them- 
ſelves, with whom if you and yours hap to Cope, I am 
confident, you will fall in the Combate ; if you Conquer 
I will be your Proſe/ite, not for the ſtrength of your Que- 
ſions, or pinning my Faith upon their Learning, Religion, 
Zeal, Sincerity, Verrue, and Wiſdom, (in all which the 
exceed) bur for the frictneſs of my own Conſcience, ſo 
that che Conbate be decided before equitable, and equall 

udges. | : 
J All this is demanded,ſuppoſing that the Roman DoRors 
were onely equall to thoſe of Proteſtants in all the afore- 
named Qualiriez, conducing to the peifet Authority of a 
Maſter in Chriſtianity. 
Bur 


- 
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But now I demand, whether thoſe that have Authority 
of Teaching in theRymas Church generally ſpeaking in ſo 
much as can be prudently deduced by experience from 
them, are not much excelling the Proteſtavt Miniſiry in all 
the ſaid Qualities ? | 

What Councils have they worth the mentioning in 
compariſon of the © ererall Conncils conſenting with the 
preſent Roman Church, (even according to their own 
Confethion) as the ſecond of Nice, the Great Council of 
Lateran, the Councill of Conſtance, Florence and 7 rent, 
wherein ſuch multicudes of Learned men, and holy Parrt- , 
archs,” Metrepolitans, Archbiſkops, Biſhops, Dottors, Pre- 
lates, both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, unani- 
mouſly confirmed the Roman and condemned the Prote- 

ſtant DoEtrine ? 

Whar proofes of Learning have the Proteſtant Mini- 
ſiry, comparable to thoſe of the Reman Doitors, whereof 
many have written oe, no ſmall number ewo, others three, 
and foure, others ix, eight, ten, twelve, and ſome twenty, 
and four and twenty great Tomes in fo/zo,. and thoſe re- 
pleniſhed in the generall repute of Chrilttendom, even a- 
moneſt Proteſtants allo,with profound and high Learning 7 

Who amonglt their 47try have they, who have © 
tained the univerſall eſteem of Saxttiry, as hath our Gre- 
gbry,Beda, Thomas, Bonaventure, Antonme, Dominick, and 
diverſe others ? | 

Where find they amongſt theirs that zeal to paſs into the 
heart of ſo many barbarous and Heathen Nations to plane 
the Coſpel,even with the under2oing of unheard-of Tor- 
ments, and ſuffering moſt cruel Martyrdoms, as many of 
the R»mar Clergy have done within theſe late years ? 

Let chem name but any ſole Mrmifter, who hath ſuffer- 
ed' Martyrdom for preaching Chiiftian Faith ro Pa- 

AnNS, ; 

What means have the Proteſtant Mimſtery, with their 
Wives, Goods and Farilies, to apply themſelves to ſtudy 
and devotion, comparable to our ſingle Clergy and retired 


Religions ? 
G Where 
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Whiere is that wn4vimzorns conſent 1 all Points of Faith 
(ſeeing they are pergetually jarring, not onely one wich 
another, bur che ſatte Minſter ditſenting nococtoutly now 
from whar chey taught rwenty years ago) amongtt them, 
compared to the contancy and agreement of out Dg- 
ors ? 

What Miracles have any of their Miniſtery done, in 
confirmation eith-r of their Dottrine againlt the Roman 
Church, or of the Chriſtian Fauh againit Heathens, as 
(unleſs all human Fairh be infringed) many of ours have 
done,both againit them and Heathens ? | 

I could initance in many more particulars, bur theſe may 
ſuffice for theſe ſhort demands, whence appears evident- 
ly, That whoſoever profeſles to be led by the lole Autho- 
rity of Chriſtian Dottors and Paſtors, mult either deierve 
tlie eſteem, I ſay, not onely of an axchriſt:an, bur eyen of 
an imprudent man, if he adhere to ſo undeſerving and con- 
temptible an Autho icy, as is that of the Proreſtare Mini- 
ffry 1n compariſon of the Roman Dottors, who 16 incom- 
parably outlirip trhem,not onely in »2«{::tude, bur in all the. 
motives and perfettions which give credit tothe Authority 
of a Ch:iftian Teacher, 

Again, at your. ;ncomparable compariſin, and with your 
addition of an wndeſerving aud contemptible Authority in 
the Proteſtant Miniſtery, outſtript in multitude, motives, 
and in all perfeftions : If this be your way ro get credit ro 
your cauſe, muck good may it do you, but on an ordinary 
wiſe man 1 conceive ic will not work. Had you continu- 
ed your ſuppoſition of Equality betwixt the Roman and 
Proteftant DoRors, it would more become you, and might 
have w0- a berrer way to overcome us ; how much you 
excell us will preſently be ſeen in your demands. 

The firſt whereofis, What Councils have the Proteſtarrs 
worth the mentioning, in compariſon with the generat + 
Councils conſenting with the preſent Roman Church ? aud 
then you name five, the Second of Nie, the great Coun= 
cil of Lateran, the Council of Conffance, "96a and 

Trent, now I muſt marke a juggle here ; you name _ 


" 


(49) | 
what you name theſe Councils for, butin the genetal,the 
particulars muſt be guelt ar, and 1 ſhall gueſs ac them. 

The ſecond of Nice I conceive you name for I mages, or 
worſhiping of God by Images, for untill chis Council 
(which was nat called untill the Year 787.) Images, of 
War fhiping of Godby Images was never decreed, and whac 
value this Council 1s of, I ceſl you truely from my 
Books, 

There were more unlearned agd evil-diſpoſed men in 
u, than ever Were in any before,or almolt ſince : it was cal- 
led by Irene the Empreſs, an Heathen borne, converted 
Chriſtian by Conſtantinus his Father, to whon1 ſhe- was 
married, and ſufferedher ſon Conſtantine to lofe his eyes, 
for withltanding the determinations of this ( ouncil, fo 
much nacural :f&ion ſhe had. 

Called by her, and managed by one Thar;fm a Lay- 
man, a Courtier, and Biſhop of one years ſtanding, and 
John Legate of the Eaſt (hurch, of whom ic is ſaid, he 
was a devout man, but of no great Learning, and the other 
two that ruled the roſt in this Council were Theodoſizs and 
Conſtantinus, of all whom together ic hath been ſaid, There 
were never ſimpler men for gifcs, nor worfe-difoſed men 
for attempts. 

And now againſt this Council againſt us, we oppaſe four 
Conncils for us againſt you, The ſecond of Epheſus, the ſe- 
cond of Conſtantinople, that of Elibers, and the ſourth of 
Carthage. | 

The great Cowncil of Lateran, I conceive it alledged for 
the matter of Tranſubantizrion, and here I note the An- 
tiquity of this Council ; It was called inthe Year 1215. ſo 
old is Traſubſtantiation, no older, and againſt this we op- 
poſe all Courtils and Fathers filence before, and before all, 
the inſhcution of Chriſt himſelf, who ſayes, The fleſh profit. 
eth ne thing, my words are fpirit, and the Expoſition of this 
Inftitucion of all Writers until this Council. 

The Conucit of Conſtance, } conceiveit alledged for 
communion in ave kind, againſt which 1 need nor fay more, 
than what Gelefius Biſhop of Rome ic ſelf ſaid; Sine grandi 
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Sacrilegio fieri non poteſt, it was high Sacriledge ro do it; 
unleſs you will give me leave to adde Chriits own Pre- 
cept, Drink you all if this, all Laity as well as Clergy, - 

The Council of Florence, I conceive It alleadged tor Pur- 
gatory, called Anno 1438. and if Iam righc in this Con- 
zefiure , 1 nzed not ſay more then what A'phonſms & Caſtro 
1.8. adv. Hereſ, verbo,[udulgentia, hath ſaid, the mention 
of Purgatory in ancient writers is almoſ# noue at all; and 
if you will be pleaſed to wame any one Father, ſave Origen, 
wntill St. Gregory the Great his tine, that is dire:t for Pur- 
gatory, 1 ſhall not much ſtand upon it, ſince I think ir will 
not much hinder any mans Salvation, to believe it or diſ- 
believe it : for my part I neither do, nor dare, nor will 
believe it. 

The Conrcil of Trent, called Anno 1563.1 conceive it 
alleadged for all differences whatſoever berwixt the Ryg- 
mans and Proteſtants ; which Conncil, if you can prove 
was either /awfull, generall or free, which 1 yer politivel y 
deny ineach, I ſhall fit down ; and in this Council I tell 
you, were not-many Holy Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, not one of the Eaſtern Church, and you 
know the reaſon of it too. | | 

For prosfes of Learning, if the Church of Exgland be not 
comparable to you in ##»ber, ſhe hath exceeded you 77 
weight, and that this world knowes, and you have felt, 
and now you by your policy make the Churchmen of Eng- 
land ſmart for it, | 

For your univerſall efteem of Sanity, with your Gre- 
gory, Beda, Thomas, Bonaventure, Antonne, Domiichk_,to 
avoide ſome ſtories of ſome of them, The Church of Eug- 
land can produce as great a Cloud of witnefles by the 
Verdict of all unbyaſſed men, in an Andres, a Buche. 
ridge, a'\ Laud, a Montague, a Hall, a Prideaux, and di- 
verſe others before them, a Jewell, a Whitgift, a Cranmer , 
a Latimer, a Ridley. | | 
- Speak not too much of your zelous paſling into barba- 
rous- Nations, to converc them, left th: [ndean be 

brought out of Love with Heaven, if the Romay go thi- 
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And for our oy with their #2ves, (Goods and Fa. 
milies, we have little left, thanks to you, or ſome as bad as 
you) they can apply themſelves to Study, and Devotion, 
as well and with leſs fin, then your ſingle Clergy, and re- 
tired Religions. 

Boaſt not coo much of your una» corfentuntill your 
Dominicans, and Franciſcans be at peace, about the imma- 
calate Conception of the bleſſed Virgin, untill your Jeſwites, 
and Dominicans be at peace about the Ads, and Operati- 
ons of Grace, untill Baznes and Leſſimbe art peace in the 
ſad point of abſolute Reprobation ; untill your DF#ors of 
Sorton and Lovaine be ar peace about the Popes Swpre- 


macy ; untill Yenice and Rome be all at peace abour' 


the Popes power z untill the French and Spaniſh Papiſts be 
at peace about an equality of Sub jettion to the Pope ; untill 
', regory the firlt, and Gregory the ſeventh b2 by ſone 


NP» 
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-. Your ſelves reconciled about the Title of V=:werſalis 
Epiſcopm untill all of you be reconciled about the Popes 
infallibility ; untill all and every one of you tell the world, 
whether Tranſlation of the Bible by Sextus the firſt, or 
Clement the eight be the beſt ; cums mnltu alits que nunc 
perſcribere longum eſt, | 

For miracles to Confirm our Doftrine againſt yours, we 
need none, untill you by a »ew miracle turne Rome as it 
is, into Rome as it was; and then we all meet in an - 
comparable Authority of oze ( atholick Church. 

Whether hence be nor evidently diſcovered not onely 
the :nſufferable Pride of Luther, and the other Origznall 
beginners, of any Seft in Proteſtancy in preferring their 
ſole Authority before that of the Prelates and Doftors, of 
all the viable Churches in Chriſtendom exiſtent, when 
they begun firſt to preach their DoArine, but the extreme 
2adveſs of all - the :9norant Laity, who followed them, 
upon their ſole Authority, and preferred one ſingle per- 
ſon upon his bare word, (without any extraordinary 
ſignes or manifeſt proofes from Heaven, atteſting his 


' Authority) before all the Doftors, Prelates, Councils, Chur- 


ches, within the precin&s of Chriſtendom ; both of that 
| N57 pre- 
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preſent time, and for goo. years before? And if thoſe 
were infected with ſo deep afren{ie, how .can my qan be 
adjudged deſervedly diſcreet and prudent, who approves 
of thezr proceedings mm {his particular, and iides with 
them, (at lea(i in ſoine Article of other) in th: oppoſition 
of tbewhole Chrittian world, as all Proeſtants do, even 
to this day ? : | 

Rately ſpoken, and a fair wayio catch birds, The w- 
ſufferable Pride of Luther ; if he were Sulley of ic, let him 
anſwer for it, avd all other Originall beginners of auy Sefi 
in Protgſtancy ; Sir, it 1s very wellknown who ſaid, This 
Sef is every where ſpokgn agawſt, yet for all that, that ve- 
ry Set over-ſ{pread it telt, and conquered the whole 
world, and this very Se& of Proteffancy, hath pura fair 
beginning to the Conqueſt of the Roman Doftrive ; which 
though now like that Set under the rey Perſecutiorg ** 
ſameyhac eclipſed, hath yer ſo much light lefr, as to 
diſcerne between «'l the vi/ible Churches in Chriitcudom, 
all Doftors, Prelate, L owncils, Churches, within the pre- 
cinfts of ( briſtendom, and the prefent Roman, and claim 
none for our beginners bur Chriſt and his ApsFles, the 
four Generall Conncils and the Primuive Fathers, and the 
Church of Rome it ſelf as it was, when it was Carholrck ; 
and therefore think rhey are to be judged deſervedly dif- 
creet and prudent, who approve our preſent Deftr:nes, 
with the whole Chrit:ar werld,and deſert the preſent Re- 


mAN, | 
Hence I farther demand, That ſeeing on one fide rhe 
- true Chriftian Religion, having the divine Wiſdom for its 
Anthorty, cannot admir of any thing imprudent as pro- 
perly belonging to ir, jn the choyce of it ; and on the other 
fide, That the Prareftant Re/1gjon, or any Sett wharſoever 
ſprung from ir, or exiftent in it, cannor be prudently cho= 
fen by any unlearged perſon, whois ſufficiencly informed 
of the nullity of that H#t$047, which propounds ic, com- 
pared with the Aughority, pro-ounding the Reman Reti- 
_ £ion;; whether, I ſay, thoſe particulars condidered, the Pro- 
tefEqnt Relzgron in any Set of it whatſoever can be eflee- 
mgg the true (kriſtion Religion? \- ; = 
aN, Y | IM 
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; Sir, I have not yet ktiown che Proteſtant Religion divt. 
ded ineo arty Sefts , wealt believe the ſarrie Creeds, we all 
hold che ſamie fonudarion and xArticles of Faith, we all hotd 
the S#?:1ftiares the onely judge of controverſies, which be. 
cauſe you deny and decline, we chitik chiat mat imprudent 
whio deſercs the Proteſtant to turn Romay, and him pradent 
that deſerts the Roman to turn Proteſtant ; fince there is 
bur a poſſibility of ſalvation for an unlearned man in che 
Reman, b:cauſe it depends upon human Authority ; in 
the ProteFtant there is 4 certainty of ſalvation for unlearned 
ard lerrned, becauſe it depends upon divine Anthority, 
and therefore a true chriſtian Church and Religinn, 

Hence preſs further, Whether che proving thit Pro- 
reftan R-11gion cannot be pradently chiofen or retained by 
any anlearned perſons, who are ſuſficiently 1tiformed of the 
eminent Amthority propounding the Ronan Religin, is 
not a ſufficient Argument to rhem, that no Set amongſt 
them, in any point wherein ic differs from the Roman, 
hath either any ſolid ground in the Holy Scriptures, or 


 truerelationro Gods Ho!y Spirit, or cohetence with true 


Relig10n, ſeeing a Religion which cannor dy them be pru- 
dently choſen, cannot poſſibly proceed from any of theſe 
three, wharſnever fait ffiew ProteFants (each reſpectively 
co his ſeveral $2) make vainly of them ? 

Sir, all chefe are but words, and you do ſtill ſupporere 
not ſapponerda <: For that Religion may be prudently cho- 
ſen,whoſe rule of Faith is certain ; bur ſuch 1s the rule of 
Faith in the ProtefFant Religion (as being ultimated and 
determined in and by the Scripture) therefore che Prote- 
ftant Religion may be prudently choſen,. Agair,that Relt- 
gion carmot be prudently chofen, whoſe Authoricy, pro- 
poſing ir, isnort fafficient ; bur ſuch is the Authoricy, pro- 


pounding the preſent R Religion (as being human 


whether Pope or Council) therefore the Roman preſent 


Religion-cannor prudently be choſen. ; 
Again, thar Retigion may, prudently be choſen, which: 


Hachtrue relation'to Gods Hy Spiric, but the Proceſtant 
| Religion hath ſuch relation, . therefore che mon | 
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ligion may prudently be choien ; for there is a true relation 
berwixe Gods Holy Spirit and Gods Holy Word, becauſe 
Gods Holy Spirit 15 che Auchor of Gods Holy Word. 

I need not ſpeak of the third, becauſe coherexce with 
true reaſon follows either of the former, 

Ant upon this I demand yet further, Whether the 
Roman D#itors have any obligation to urge any o.her Ar- 
oument then this, eicher from Scripture, Fathers or reaſon, 
agairſt Proteſtants, till they have cleared their Religion 
from the impeachment of imprudence, committed by their 
followers in the ele&ion of it, or perfiliing in it, as 1s afore 
declared? 

Sir, your afore Declaration hath - proved little , and 
your preſent proves leſs, though I confeſs your Romar 
Dotftors have no farther obligation to urge any other Argu- 
ment then Scripture, Father;, or Reaſon,again(t Prote- 

ants. 

Urge either of them to purpoſe, and we ſhall be fo far 
from clearing our Religion from the impeachment of ins- 
prudence, that we will confeſs, it is the on=ly prudence in 
the choyce of Religion, to embrace the Roman, 

Till chen, I ſay, 

That Religion which hath not hicherto been convinced 
from Scriprures, Fathers or Reaſon, ought by the rule of 
prudence to be embraced ; bur ſuch is the Proteſtant Relt- 
2101, therefore by the rale of prudence, the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ought ro be embraced ; or if you will have it, per cou- 
traria,take it thus : 

It is a patt of :mprudence to embrace that Religion, 
which hath been convinced from Scripteres, Fathers,and 
Reaſon ; bur ſuch is the Roman Religion, therefore it is 
the part of imprudence to embrace the Roman Religion, 

Now Sir, to avoid refly, give me leave torell you, 
Baptiz.ing as Chrift hath ( ommanded, Praying as ( hriſt 
. hath taught, Believing the Scriptures, Serving and War- 

ſupping God without Images, Receiving the Sacrament as 
Chriſt Inſtituted it, have not been convinced by Scrip- 
treres, Fathers or Reaſon, © 


; 


A 


Equa- 
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Equalling Tradition to Scripenre , Worſhiping of Tma- 


ger, or God by Images, Praying to Samts, Receiving 


the Sacrament in one kind, believing the Popes infallibils- 
ty, _ have been convinced by Scriptures, Fathers and 
Reaſon, 

Onthe contrary fide, I demand, whether the Roman 
Dettors have any obligation in rigour of diſpute, to uſe 
any other Argument for perſwading unlearned perſons to 
deſert the Proteſtant, and embrace the Roman Religion, 
then this imprudence, in adhering to the ag 
and of prudence, in uniting themſelves ro the Roman 
Church, fo long as the ſaid wnlearned Proteſtants per- 
ſwade themſelves, that they proceed prudently, in pre- 
ferring their own before the Roman; ſecing this erroneous 
perfwaGon ' is the firſt ſtep which muſt be redreſſed in 
relinquiſhing the one, and the contrary perſwaſion 
= fir ep which muſt be fixed in approaching to the 
other. | 
Now when «»learned Proteſtants once confeſſe that 
they are convinced in this, and thereupon recede from 
Proteſtancy, but obje&, that the prudenciall Motives to 
prefer the Roman Religion before the Proteſtant, as they 
conceive that. the Proteſtant is wholly improbable, and 
ſo to be deſerted, ſo they convince no more, then rhat 
the Roma is probable, and ſo it is great Likelyhood to be 
the true Re/1gion, but convince not, that it 1s ſo much 
as morally certaine. To Proteſtants brought thus farre, 
there is an obligation put upon the Roman Dottors, to 
prove at leaſt the, morall certainty of it, to ſuch as ac- 
knowledge thar it is wworally certaine, that the Roman Re- 


Religion 18 the ſole true ſaving Religion , but deny not-. 


withſtanding that it thereby followes, that it is i»fallibly 


certain, riſes an Obligation to prove, that it is [rf all;-. 


bly certain ; and when one is once convinced of this 
alſo , but yet doubts, whether this /fall:b:lity be Divine, 
and ſo the higheſt of all I»fall:h:/irzes, rhere will be alſo 


ati Obligation to ſhew to ſuch as are brought on fo far, 
H ES 


the 


Reſt, 3yo 
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(56) , 
the moſt high divine infallibility of the Roman Religion; 
hence rt. whecher our late Fronfavts 
and Socrnuans proceed not prepoiterouiky and unteaſonae 


bly, — omg, Roman Dottors todemonfirate the Divine 


Infallibility of the truth of the Roman Religion, beforethey 
themſelves grant, that ic is 5»fa/[;ble in any degree, or mo- 
rally certain, or probable, or prudennal ? for though ic be 
neceſlary to- prove all theſe particulars. in their due cir- 
cumſtances, yet there is no neceſſity to prove them all at 
encetocvery Adverſary, bur by degrees, the one in'order 
afcerthe other, with co:reſpondence to what of them is 
denyed, or- called. in- quettion by thoſe with whom we 
treat ; for thus we proceed orderly and /ogically, a notiori- 
bus ad ignotiora, and hold a correſpondence with Na- 
ture , by proceeding ab mmperfettioribus ad perfett;ora , 
fill obſerving the Rep or progreſs of our Adwverſary , 
and fill Repping and going along with him ; and if 
this method had been firictly held by our late controver- 
nfs the Adverſaries mouths had been topped long before 
his 


Sir, what would you be at 2 whither would you go? 
You have yer gained no zmprudence upon the utilearned, 
eicher coembrace the Roman, or deſert the Proteftant Re- 
lsgion, and therefore ſome obligation lies upon yout Ro- 
man Doftors, without rigor of Diſpute, to uſe ſome orher 
Argument than this : | 


- . But this is an erroneous perſwaſion in the unlearned Pro- 


reſtants ; and as the firlt ſep muſt be removed, for relin- 


qui feiren- their own and embracing your Religion ; and then 
you wall uſe another Argument to convnice, that the Prote- 
fate Religion is wholly improbable, ' and then you will con 
wince,. that the Proteſtant Religion is not ſo mitch at morally 
cortain,but jour own is ; and then you will prove, that it is the 
fols rrye ſaving Religion, and then that it it infallibly"cer- 
een el of all, that your Roman Revogics is the moſt 
devine, infallible,” certain Religion ; and all this to follow 
Booick and. Natare from things kivmwy td things mnknown, 


frons 


67) | 
fromthings imperfelt tothings [car 2 But firſtofall the 
wolearned Proteft ant mutt deny his own Religien to he 
eithet prudential, or probable, or morally certain, Or infal- 
libly certain or divine. | 
Nunc lupum auribus teneo ; juſt ſo the ppolfe would have 
deale with the Lambe, to part with his ProteRor, and 
Men the innocent Lambe ſhould know that he had no 
tter friend then the Wolfe ; I will deal more Lembe- 
hike with you ; preve either, or all of theſe, either Pro, 
or Con, for the Reman, or againſt the Proteſtant, and you 
will be taken. for an excellent Logictar, and a good 
Naturaliſt , bur till then for a poor Divine, ſince your 
whole courſe and diſcourſe hitherto hath been bur 
Peritio prixcipis, and nor able to fiop your Adverſaries 
— though you ſpeak aloud, till then I ſay bur this 
much; 
That Religion is moſt prudently to be choſen 
which hath probable, Morall, Infallible Divine certainty 
in it, gS | 
But ſuch is the Proteſtant Rel:gion, becauſe it is Pro- 
bably, Morally, Infallibly , and Dwvinehy certain by the 
Authority of Fathers; of the Conncils, and of the Serip- 
ures, : 
Therefore the Proteſtant Religion is moſt ptudently 
to be choſen , becauſe the Fathers, (owne;ls, and Srip- 
zwres aſſert all their 4 ffirmatroe Tenents, 
Seeing theſe demands are propoſed to fuch as believe, Oueſt. 36, 
chat without :rue Chriſtian Faith no man can be ſaved, 
and that this ſaving Path 1s one onely, and that. this 
enely Faith is Infallible, and Drume ; and moreover ſee- 
ing ic is already ſhewed, that every difference 1 any 
point of Faith whatſoever , makes a different Faxth and 
Religion, and that amongh all the different Religions. and 
Felrefs now on foot in'theſe; parts of Chriftendom, there 
is none that can be prudemrly embraced: (by ſuck as 
arc-in the number of the wrlexrned, and yer are-fuifici- 
ently informed” abour che. Ron of the gar: - 
goibet * _ 


YWLIM 


(58); 

thoſe who-teach chem) ſave the Rowan, and that no 

Religion can be true which cannot be prudently. em- 
braced by ſuch wnlcarxed perſons,ſeeing in a manner che 
whole multicude of Chrifttans coniiſfts- of thoſe: who. 
are #nlarned ; and muſt according ro prudence follory 
che Autvoricy of their Feacters.; thoſe things I ſay, 
conſidered, it is finally demanded, whether by proving 
that the Roman Faith onely can be prudently embra- 
ced ( which 1s already done) it is not made inevita- 
bly cleare,* that che Roman onely is that Divine, [n- 
fallible, one true Faih , wherein Chriſtians may be ſa- 
ved? 

Sir, thoſe things have beer conſidered, and yer you 
have not proved, that the Roman Faith onely can be 
prudemtly embraced , though = ſay, t t already done, 
(for it is already undone) and therefore it is not inevi- 
zably Eleare, that the Roman onely is that Divine, [n- 
fallible one true Faith wherein Chriſtians may be ſaved. 
For, 

That Faith onely is not Divine , which is built upon 
Tradition , becauſe Tradition 1s but H«mane, but the 
Roman Faith is built upon Tradition. 

Therefore the Roman Faith oxely 1s not that Divine 
Faith wherein Chriſtians can be ſaved. 

That Faith onely is not infallible, which is grounded 
upon the Authority of men, whether Pope or Council, be- 
_ the Amuthority of men, whether Pope or Council, is 
allible, 

F Bur ſuch is the Rowan Farh , becauſe Virtually re- 
ſolved into the Pope , who: cannot erre, ſay ſome of rhe 
Romaniſts, and Repreſentatively into a Councill , which 
cannot erre,ſay. other of the Romanſ#s,but both one and 
the other erroneouſly. Es | 
Therefore the Roman Faith: onely is not that infallible 
fab wherein (hriſtians may be ſaved. | 
That Faith onely is not the Ove, which hath 0- 
ther Articles added to ir, then. what che dren 
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faith, the Nicene faith, the A:hanafian faith containe, 
But ſuch is the Roman faith, becauſe the faith of Rowe, in 
the Conncil of Trent, hath added the Articles of Purgatory, 
of tire Prieſts intention in Baptiſm, &'c. 

Therefore the Roman faith oxely 1s not the one farth 
wherein Chriſtians may be ſaved. ; 

That faith is not the true faith, wherein the profeſſors 
dare not as well dye as live ; but ſuchis the Roman faith, 
becauſe in their Life they rely upon , and preach 
their owne merits, but at - fs death rely onely upon 


the mercies of God in the merics of Teſns (Chriſt , in 


which divine, infallible, one true faith , that you and 
all Chriſtians with my ſelf may meets the hearty deſire 


of, 
Sir, | 
Tow Friend and Servant, 
T. SWAD LIN. 
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